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The Conditions of the Large-scale Farmers and
the Characteristic of Rice-Producing
Areas in the Republic of Korea

—A Case Study in Shintaein-up Chollabuk-do—

Kensuke ITOYAMA - Akihiko SAKASHITA - Hong PARK + Song CHUNGHO

Summary

Due to an industrial development, the Republic of Korea joined the global market in the latter half
of 1980’ s. By doing so, it also opened its doors an influx of worldwide agricultural products. As rice is
the principal food in Korea, the inflow of cheap rice, the Minimum Market Access as required by the
WTO system started in 1995, has influenced the domestic agricultural market. Subsequently the crea-
tion of large-scale farmers, aimed at improving international competitive power, has occurred since
1990. This paper analyzes the condition of large-scale farmers targeting rice-producing areas, and the
relationship between the classes. As the land reclaimed after the war, many farmers faced drastic
changes in the characteristics of their farms. Between 1950 and 1970 much of this land was trans-
formed, and by 1970 a number of large-scale farms existed. Although the transformation of farmers oc-
curred over 20 years, the extent of large-scale farms still remained fairly small, and it wasn’t until the
change in agricultural policies in 1990 that the rapid development of large-scale farms could be seen.
This rapid change has lead to the present state, which many say is too large. The reason for such state-
ments is the presence of many unemployed farmers. Despite this problem a significant increase in the

value of land, and the fee for renting land occurred-in some cases by as much as a 50%.
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