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Study of the Settlement Policy of Nomads in China
—A case study in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region—

Zulifeiya Maimaiti - Eiich SHIGA - Isao KUROKAWA

Summary

This paper is to summarize the Xinjiang Uyghur, Chinese nomad settlement policy implementa-

tion activities, and to investigate the actual policy realization process based on a case study of nomadic

families.

Because of population increases , the number of livestock is increasing steadily in the Xinjiang Uy-

ghur. The main goal of the current settlement policy is to sustain life standard of nomads even with a

relatively small number of animals. In this respect, the government is introducing a totally new form

of livestock production form so-called settlement, which requires settlement of the nomadic families.

On the other hand this policy is used by the government as a control mechanism for the ever increas-

ing nomad population and their movements.
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