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Evaluation of the Direct Payment System in Hilly and
Mountainous Areas in Hokkaido’s Grassland Areas

Yuri TANAKA and Katsuhiko DEMURA

Summary

The five-year Direct Payment System in Hilly and Mountainous Areas started in Japan in2000in

order to decrease the deterioration of multi-functionalities of hilly and mountainous areas, which has

been caused by the increase of abandoned cultivated land. While the slope of farmland, in principle, is

one of the criteria set under the system, a unique condition was set for grassland-the high ratio of

grassland in a region. A very large area of land falls in this category and such farmland exists only in

Hokkaido. This paper evaluates the system in relation to grassland areas in Hokkaido.
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