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Studies on the Damage done by the Crow in Hokkaido
and Methods of Destruction,

By

Trrsvo Inural Jied Kanno and Ryowent Haga

(Institute of Zoology, Facul. Agr., Hokkaldo Univ.)
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Summary

At the beginning of the settlement of Hokkaido the damage of the crow on crops was very serious
and so the government encouraged the people to destruct the crow paying the bounty for the collection of
eggs and birds. ‘T'he damage has not been ceased since then. Though at present the amount of the loss
by the crow is not much for each individual, the total damage in Hokkaido is not a little as the population
has increased about 80 times as much as in the early days and the loss is scattered among many. The
species of the crow identified in Hokkaido are 4 of which the Japanese jungle-crow, Corvus coronoides
japonicus and the Carrion-crow, C. corone corone are the most abundant.

The members of the family of the crow make a pack in their daily life from the beginning of August.
However, the both species of the crow do not mix with each other in any time and in any place when
exactly observed (habitate seggregation). ¥rom the middle of September the crow make a big flock, sometimes
including thousands or more birds. At night they rest in the same wood and in the morning they go out
for the feeding ground. The flock is broken gradually toward the spring and then each couple prepare
the nest for breeding. The nest is found generally 10-15 meters up on a big tree. The numder of the
egg is 3-5.

The crow is omnivorous in its food habits. Seeds and fruits of various trees, tomato, cucumber, pumpkin,
rice, corn, wheat, oat, bean, apple, grape, sometimes flowers in the garden etc. are attacked by the crow.
Very often the crow is observed feeding on insects, spiders, crabs, fishes, rats, carcass etc.
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LAY T I HFAEANC T AT AT C. levaillantii japonensis BONAPARTE.
Ny EY IHFFA: C. corone orientalis EVERSMANN.
a <k 7 A: C. monedula dauuricus PALLAS.



