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Studies on the damage done by the crow in

Hckkaido and methods of control. II.

The Damage on the Corn Youngling.

By Ryoichi Haga
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Summary

According to the statistic issued by the Prefectural Hokkaido Government 434,152 crows have been caught
for recent 5 years as the result of harmful birds control. Last spring a serious damage of the crow on
the corn youngling was reported from Kitami District. The corn which was sown on the 15 th of May
began to sprout around the 4 th of June. At that time the crow appeared in the field and drew out the
younglings to eat the seed which attaches on the root under the ground. The damage covered about 0.75
acres and no youngling remained alive after 2 days attack. On the 8 th of June the second sowing was
done. However, the younglings were attacked again by the crow which increased more in number than -
before. After the third sowing the corn field was given up as the attack had never ceased. Any kind of
scarecrows had no effect in keeping out the crow. ‘

It is noted that the crow did the damage only on one and the same corn field though there were many
" corn field in the neighbour. From the observation it was suggested that the damage will be avoided to
a greater extent when the corn is sowed a little earlier than usual, may be in early May, as it grows strong
enough to be attacked becoming more than a feet high. :
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