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Morphologieal deseription of the elephant louse,
Haematomyzus elephantis PIAGET, 1869
(Mallophaga: Haematomyzus)

Jiro YamasHITA
(Zoolngical Institute, Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan)

and Mitsushi Nakamara
(Maruyama Zoological Garden, Sapporo. Japan)
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Explanation of Plate

Plate. I. Structural details of Haematomyzus
elephantis.
1. Dorsal (left half) and ventral (right half)
aspects of female.
. Ventral aspect of apex of proboscis.
. Dorsal aspect of same.
. Mandible.
Head and antenna.
Dorsum of thorax.
. Setae of the venter.
. Detail of palpus.
9. Spiracle.
10. Legs.
11. Apex of tarsus of the first leg.
12. Apex of tarsus of the second leg.
13. Egg within body.
14. Apex of abdomen of female, left half
dorsal, right half ventral.
15. Ventral aspect of apex of abdomen of
" male.
16. Genitalia of male.
Plate Il. Structure of Haematomyzus elephan-
tis. .
. Dorsal aspect of female.
. Dorsal aspect of apex of proboscis.
. Ventral aspect of female.
. Ventral aspect of male.
. Dorsum of head and thorax.
. Ventral aspect of apex of abdomen of
male.
7. Dorsal aspect of apex of abdomen of
female.
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Résumeé

The writers have collected nine specimens of
elephant louse, from a male Indian elephant of
4 years old, in the Maruyama Zoological Garden
of Sapporo City. This species is identified as
Hoematomyzus elephantis, which has been
first described from the African elephant in
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the Zoological Garden of Rotterdam by PIAGET
(1869). This insect was considered to be a
. sucking louse, and accepted as such by almost
all of the entomologists. But FERrIs (1931)
asserted that this insect is not a sucking louse
from his morphological and anatomical studies.
SuGIMOTO reported in 1929 this species from
Formosa.

Total length of this species, in expanded
condition mounted on a slide, is 2.9-3 mm of
which the head constitutes 1 mm. Male 2-2.2
mm, the head 0.75-0.8 mm.

In the present paper this species was des-
cribed morphologically, and the character of
the tarsi was pointed out particularly. The

tarsi terminate in a single stout claw which
bears small teeth on its inner surface. In
addition to this claw there is another aspect
structure in the form of curved, flattened
seta which arises from beside the claw.
Previous investigators have never described
the important character that the first tarsus
differs from the second or third tarsus in the
morphological aspect of the seta which arises
from beside the claw. The seta of the second
or third tarsus i8 in the form of a large,
curved, flattened one which has a tooth-like
projection near the tip, while the seta of the
first tarsus is far slender and simple without
such projecton.









