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Studies on the blooming of Cuculbitaceae. (1)

On the time and the progress of blooming of squash (C. maxima)

under natural conditions

by

Tsutomu TAMURA
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Summary

A study was made under natural conditions
in order to clarify the relationship between
the time and progress of blooming of squash
(C. maxima) and atmospheric factors, i.c.,
light, temperature and humidity. Observation
was made on four occasions (during the first
10 days of July, Aug. Sept. and Oct. respec-
tively) in 1958.

The results obtained are briefly summarized
as follows:

(1) The blooming time becomes earlier as
the season advances with an average advance
of 17 to 25 minutes per month.

(2) There is no difference by days in the
time of blooming according. The time elapsed

from the onset of the first flower to bloom to
the termination of flooming of the last flower
was approximately 1 hour.

(3) With one month advance of observa-
tion the mean day length of each month short-
ened by approximately 1 hour and the mean
temperature lowered by 2~7°C. From the
above, it is conjectured that a close correlation
may exist between the time of blooming and
light or temperature.

(4) No consistent tendency
between blooming and humidity.

was  seen

(5) Approximately 1 hour is required from
the onset to the completion of blooming in
any one flower.



