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Age variations in the external characters of Apodemus argenteus

By

Yuzo FujIMAKI

(Institute of Applied Zoology, Faculty of
Agriculture, Hokkaido University)
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Summary

Seven hundred specimens of Apodemus argenteus
TEMMINCK collected monthly for five years (1959-
1964) on the mountainside (100-300 m above sea level)
of Mt. Moiwa, Sapporo, were examined. They were
grouped into 5 age classes according to the grinding
surface patterns of the upper M?® as follows: I—M?
not fully erupted (about 25 days old); II—M3 fully

erupted, its cusps being slightly worn (1-2 months
old); III—M? fairly worn but the three cusps still
clearly distinguishable (2-4 months old); IV—M?
further worn, the enamel ridges of the neighboring
cusps becoming continuous (4-10 months old}; V—
M? heavily worn, the enamelled boundaries between
the cusps completely disappearing (more than 10
months old).

By late May of every year the population of mice
consisted entirely of overwintered individuals. Young
mice began to appear in June to make up the larger
portion of the summer population. Overwintered
mice were rarely found in November. The life span
of the species in Sapporo, therefore, appears to be
The head-and-body
length and the tail length increased in accordance

not longer than 18 months.

with the age of the mice. The lengths of ears and
hind feet increased rapidly between the age classes
I and II and later. The tail-length percentage (per-
centage of the tail length to the head-and-body length)
was above 100 in most specimens collected, but 40%

of the class I individuals had tails shorter than their -

head-and-bodies.
smaller in the younger classes than in the older. It

The tail-length percentage was

was greater in smaller individuals than in bigger
ones within each age class.



