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Fig. 1. Diagram on the way of measurement.

a. Width on the leaf base.

b. Length of the leaf blade.

¢/, ¢//+--Distance from the end point of major
V. B.

d’, d”7.--Leaf width on the end point of the
major V. B.

Xi XV XVII

Fig. 2. The outline of leaf blade at each leaf position on the culm
(var. Golden Charm). OQutlines are represented as the identical

length and doubled the width.

[~XVII indicate the leaf posi-

tion on the culm. Broken line var. Ko. No. 8, Dotted line var.
Golden Shipper. Triangular marks indicate the position of

widest width at each leaf.
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The outline of leaf blade and the venation at each leaf position

on the culm (var. Golden Charm). Out lines are represented as
the same length and width. Broken lines show the outline of
var. Ko No. 8 and dotted line var. Golden Shipper. I, III, V...
indicate the leaf position on the culm.
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. g. . .
Fig. 4. Changes on the shape of leaf blade and

the arrangement of major vascular bundle
with growth (K6 No. 8, 11th leaf)
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201

Width (cm)

Fig. 5. Changes on the shape of leaf blade
with growth (Ko No. 8, 11th leaf).
d~1 are the same with Fig. 4, and
numbers in the figure show the
number of major vascular bundle
on the half leaf blade when fully
developed.
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Leaf position on the culm

Fig. 6. Length-width ratio of the leaf blade
at each leaf position on the culm.

Q: The node setting the ear.
T-1: The first leaf below the terminal leaf.
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blode on the ear node. (Sweet corn,
varieties). Yield of peeled ear (kg/a);
® 150~, @ 130~149, a ~130.
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Fig. 8. Changes on the length-width ratio
of leaf blade with growth.
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Fig. 9. Changes of percentage on the position of the widest

width with growth
Charm).

of the leaf length {(var. Golden
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o ® o ® Golden Charm
e o Kg No. 8
15¢ x Golden Shipper
5 8 10 72 7a
Leaf width (cm)
Fig. 10. Correlation between the widest width and the number

of major vascular bundle on the leaf blades from 8th
leaf to terminal leaf.
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Leaf width (cm)
Fig. 11. Correlation between the leaf width and the number

of major vascular bundle on the mean values of each
leaf position on the culm. V: 5th node, 2: ear node,

T: terminal leaf.
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O K& No. 8
® Golden Charm
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Fig. 12.

4 6 8 0 12 14
Leaf position on the culm

16 18
Distance between major vascular
bundles at each leaf position on
the culm. 9: the node setting ear.
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Fig. 13. Correlation between the interval of

major vascular bundles and the num-
ber of minor vascular bundles among
major ones with five leaves centered
at the ear-node.
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Summary

As the basic research for the study of plant
type in maize, the development of vascular bundle
(V. B) and the change of length-width ratio with
the growth of leaf blade were investigated. Three
cultivars which resemble the period from sowing
to silking and vary the length-width ratio of leaf
blade were grown under field condition and meas-
ured both the distance from the leaf base to the
end point of each major V. B. on the edge of leaf
blade and the leaf width on the latter point for
every leaves and at five day intervals.

A summary of the results is shown below.

1. The shape of leaf blade based on the length-
width ratio varied with the leaf position on the
culm; 1st leaf take a minimum value, 3rd leaf the
maximum, from 5th leal to the leaf of ear setting
node no great difference and from the latter to
the terminal leaf gradually decrease.

2. In general, the number of major V. B. was
related to the leaf width, notwithstanding, in the
case of variety level, the number of major V. B,
tended to relatively increase on a narrow leaf
type.

3. From differentiation each leaf blade appeared
to have three growth stages based on morphologi-
cal development. First stage is characterized by
relatively rapid growth to the direction of width
and rapid increase of major V. B. and have a flat
outline. Second stage is the width determining
stage where the lengthwise growth become rela-
tively rapid and have a conical outline. The final
stage is characterized by a marked growth of the
basal position where the widest width position is
rapidly pushed up and become a boat shaped
outline. Consequently, the arrangement of major
V. B. was obserbed as if major V. B. was branched
from the mid rib.

4. Tt was seemed that although every leaves
under the node setting ear completed three stages
mentioned above, the remaining leaves were pro-
hibited the growth on a half-way of the third stage
because the widest position was found near the
leaf base.

5. The number of minor V. B. between adjacent
two major V. B. correlated significantly with the
interval between major V. B. which varied with
both the leaf position on the clum and the part
on the leaf blade.

showed a slightly decreasing trend in rather nar-

But, the interveinal distance

row leaf type. It is possible that there is recipro-
cal relation between the leaf width and the inter-
veinal distance.
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Plate

1

a, b:

Plate

TR o 0 e Tom

Explanations of Plates

Transverse section of leaves at the unfolding stage of 2nd leaf; from the
out side, 1st leaf sheath, 2nd leaf sheath, 3rd leaf blade and 4th leaf blade.
Transverse section of folded leaves at the unfolding stage of 8th leaf; from
the out side, 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th leaf blade.

Transverse section on the mid-rib of 11th leaf at the unfolding stage of 8th
leaf.

Transverse section on the folded basal part of the 1ith leaf blade at the
unfolding stage of 11th leaf. )

The same as the above, but on the unfolded part.

Transverse section on the fully developed leaf blade of 11th leaf.

Transverse section on the basal part of fully developed leaf.
The same as the above, but enlarged.

Transverse section on the mid-rib of fully developed leaf.
Transverse section on the leaf sheath (particles are starch grain)
Transverse section on the mid-rib of leaf base.

Transverse section of the leaf chusion.

Transverse section on the culm (6th internode).

The same as the above (8th internode, enlarged).
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