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L-Malic Acid Fermentation of Non-sugar Carbon
Sources by Paecilomyces varioti

Wy

Abilities to produce malic acid from acetate,

propionate and ethanol

Shoichi Takao, Masatoshi TANIDA and Hideaki KUwABARA

(Laboratory of Applied Microbiology, Faculty of Agriculture,
Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan)
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Table 1. List of Molds Tested.

Name of Genera No.*

Absidia 1
Byssochlamys

—_
<o

Catenularia
Cethalosporium
Citromyces
Chaetomium
Cladosporium
Epicoccum
Fusarium
Gibberella
Gliocladium
Heterosporium
Hyalopus
Mortierella
Neurospora
Nigrospora
Oospora
Paecilomyces
FPapularia
Penicillium
Pestalotiopsis
Scopulariopsis

Spicaria

BN A = NN O R e A WO RN e e
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~
—

Sporotrichum
Syncephalastrum
Tilachlidium
Tolura
Trichoderma

Trichothecium

o e b DN e e

Zygorhynchus

* Number of strain
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Sample o 05 10
Fumaric acid O
Succinic acid O
Malic acid o
Citric acid )
Paecilomyces variot: AHU 8007 O ("
" AHU 9254 O g
" AHU 9417 O -

Solvent system (ethyl acetate : acetic acid : water=3:1:1)

Fig. 1.

6605 N NaOH, m!

Fraction number

Fig. 2. Chromatogram of organic acids

produced by Paecilomyces varioti
AHU 9417.
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Table 2.

Thin layer chromatogram of organic acids.
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Melting point and optical rotation of malic acid produced

by Paecilomyces varioti AHU 9417.

Final conc.

Malic acid preparation m.p. Rotation
oc %
P. varioti AHU 9417 99~100 0.20 [a]%=+1356
L-Malic acid 100 0.25 fall]=+1335*
0.125 [a]l] = +1407*

* KREBS and EGGLESTON (1943).
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Table 3. L-Malic acid production from various
carbon sources by 3 strains of Paecilo-

myces varioti after 7 days.

P. variotiy AHU
8007 9254 9417

Malic acid yield, %

Carbon source

Formic acid 0 0 0
Lactic acid 0 0 0
Propionic acid 1.3 7.0 36.6
Methanol 0 0 0
Ethanol 30.1 36.9 24
Ethylene glycol 0 0 0
Propylene glycol 0 0 0
Glycerol 14.9 16.4 23.4
n-Paraffin 0 0 0
Glucose 29.6 255 323
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Fig. 3.
varioti AHU 9417.

- malic acid,

Effect of inoculum on malic acid production by Paecilomyces

dry cell weight

% vertical line shows inoculum size
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Dry cell weight, mg/50 m/

ght, mg/50 rl

Dry cell wei

Dry cell weight, mg/50 m/
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Summary

During the study on the utilization of non-sugar
carbon sources by molds, only 3 strains of Paecilo-
myces varioti, AHU 8007, 9254 and 9417 among 230
strains of molds belonging to 30 genera, were
found to produce L-malic acid in yields as high
as 27.5, 37.7 and 48.0% respectively, from 3% acetic
acid (added as Ca-acetate) after 7 days shaking
culture. Every strain was recognized to have an
ability to produce malic acid from propionate,
ethanol, glycerol and glucose as well as acetate.
In particular, AHU 9417 produced the acid in high
vield of 36.6% from propionate, AHU 9254, 36.9%
from ethanol and AHU 8007, 30.1% from ethanol
after 7 days (every source, 3%). These yields were
higher than those obtained from glucose by cor-
responding strains. As an inoculum for malic acid
fermentation, shaking culture was found to be
more favorable than slant culture in regard to
the fermentation period necessary to reach a max-
imum vield. When the time course of malic acid
production was surveyed, the maximum yields of
the acid from every carbon source by 3 strains
Addition of glu-

cose (0.3%) to ethanol- or propionate-containing

were secured after 3 to 5 days.

medium hastened the acid production, but such
an effect was not observed in acetate medium.



