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The Relationship of Seed Weight to Differences in Early
Vegetative Growth among Some Field Crops
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(Department of Agronomy, Faculty of Agriculture,
Hokkaido University, Sapporo 060)
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Table 1. Sowing date, time of emergence and initial seed weight-
. Average dry
Date Date Seed weight weight of
Crop Of of (g/seed) . see
sowing emergence Ave. Range (g/seed)
Adzuki bean May 18 May 31 0.217 0.18- 0.28 *0.191
(Phaseolus radiatus L.,
var. Akatsukidainagon)
Soybean May 18 May 29 0.250 0.21- 028 0.233
(Glycine mazx (L.) MERRILL,
var. Koganeshiro)
Maize May 13 May 23 0328  0.30- 0.36 0.308
(Zea mavys L.,
var. Koh No. 8)
Kidney bean May 18 May 30 0.653 0.53~ 0.79 0.593
(Phaseolus vulgaris L.,
var. Taishokintoki)
Potato April 30 May 23 57.0% 45.0 ~70.0* 12.70
(Solanum tuberosum L.,
var. Irish Cobbler)
*: Fresh weight.
o b BFH OFEHFET Y ELEE Lz (Table 1),
SR REEHITIT 5, 10, 20 35 L0030 A B fFLv, & m)e)
RiE»H 5, 5120 Ahc >\ CEFEYE, SiE 6160 Seedling
Wk DI IR EE (80°C, 48 FFMIBNAEZEE) 7o b Uic
FEEE (ADREENEREC L) 2l E L. R alao
B B 5 £ B OEFL, v v 2 THRIFH 30 =
BB M TR Bk L o R bhcErg, ik 2 |
FTISLIRBEIC S G F I HERS L7, = /
i i/
5 , e ; ,
BRBIUEE ; oto 20 20 10 20 30
3 5
1 GBS B U ICET OEMEORS R DA
i ey . = L Seed (mother tuber)
Fig. 1 {3, ZX¥#30 HE ¥ COYEBMEC T 2% -
W (T %5 <) OB, * X OETEWED KD 8 I
BEEATCRLELLDTHD, x\
Yo yE R, SERER -6 H LAk 0.515 *\\
W, REFOEEBIRS  BTREDOK X\ Fiz -~ A —
N — et
ERE, EOZAAETL & bIIEAT B EA R R Lic, olo oSSR e
—%, BFEWEOBD & — %, fEC X hRE May *x June *
CERRFC U, A, F YR =i LU, I
Zp 10 { BB oES 0 10% LTl L, L Fig. 1. (.Dhanges in dry matter weight of se.ed-
. : Iy o . lings and seeds (mother tuber) during
ML, AuA a3, BEFR20 B TR ER L, the mouth after emergence.
#1807 DM H T B0, LORDBILE LD T Note. The graph scale for potato (B) is indi-

BB Licn, ¥, FEISHECHEL, »oXEE
HHATIL, REK 10 AH F T T0% Oy NE
L, 2okt —eEx2Rb FEIFEFHRI0EAR
FTHEEL T, TOXHE, AvA Y aRBIUKE
TRERES 0L THYERGOTBICEHh 53T

cated as one tenth of that for seed
crops (A). Arrows indicate the time
of emergence.

X : potato, O : kidney bean, ® : maize,
2~ soybean, a: adzuki bean.
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Table 2. Various consume attributes of reserve food (dry matter weight) in seeds,
dry weight increase in seedlings and apparent conversion efficiency
during the pre-emergence and early post-emergence period
Dry weight R . Relative Dry weight Apparent
C decrease Dec;:?:mg decreasing increase  conversion
~TOPS in seed rate in seedling efficiency
(2) (A (g/day) (g/g/day) {g/pl) (B) (%) (B/A)
Stage 0-5 5-10 0-5 5-10 0-5 5-10 0-5 5-10 0-5
Adzuki bean 0151 0.015 —~0.008 —0.003 —0.0866 —0.1155 010 005 66.2
Soybean 0.123  0.040 —0.008 —0.008 —~0,0461 —0.0904 013 011 105.7
Maize 0.210  0.030 -0015 —0.006 —0.0808 —0.0073 013 014 619
Kidney bean 0.523  0.050 —0.029 —0.010 —-0.1184 —0.2118 042 053 80.3
Potato 6.070 1.215 —0225 —0.243 -—0.0241 —0.,0423 228 183 37.6
1 d
Note: decreasing rate=%, relative decréasing rate= - - CZI (w: dry weight decrease in

seed, z: number of days during the experimental period).

stage-0: the sowing time,
emergence.
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Fig. 2. Relations between initial seed dry
weight and both dry weight and leaf
area in seedlings after emergence.

Note. Symbols are the same as these in

Fig. L
——: dry weight,

: leaf area.
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Fig. 4. Relation between leaf area and dry

weight in seedlings during the month
after emergence.

Note. Sombols are the same as those in
Fig. 1.
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Summary

Differences in plant size in the early growth
stage have been suggested by many researchers

to be closely related to seed size in intra- and

inter-variety. The purpose of this study is to deter-
mine whether this relationship exists as a general
principal or not in inter-crop (species).

Seeds of each of five crops, as presented in Table
1, were sown under field conditions. Dry weight
decrease in seeds and dry weight and leaf area
increase in seedlings were measured at four times
during the month after emergence.

Dry matter weight of seedlings in the establish-
ment phase was heavier in crops with heavier seed,
and the differences among crops grew larger with
time. On the other hand, dry matter decreasing
patterns in seed were variable among crops (Fig. 1).

Dry matter decrease and the decreasing rate in
seed during the pre-emergence and early post-
emergence periods depends upon the initial seed
dry weight, but the relative decreasing rate and
apparent conversion efficiency differed among all
crops regardless of the initial seed dry weight
(Table 2).

However, the dry weight and leaf area of seed-
lings at each sampling date, and crop growth rate
during the experimental periods were higher in
crops with heavier initial seed dry weight, result-
ing in asymptotic relationships between them (Fig.
2 and 3). Also, a high positive correlation coeffi-
cient was obtained between dry matter weight and
leaf area in seedlings from the data pooled for
sampling dates and crops during the month after
emergence (Fig. 4).

Among the leaf growth parameters, the leaf
area expansion rate was higher in crops with
heavier initial seed dry weight, although time
trends in other parameters, such as relative leaf
growth rate, net assimilation rate, specific leaf
area, and the distribution ratio of dry matter to
leaf were independent respective of the initial
seed dry weight (Fig. 5 and 6).

Thus, the differences in the early growth and
development among crops were closely related to
their seed weights. The fact that the seed weight-
early growth relationship has a wider application
among crops as a general principal may be due to
the following reason;

1. Leaf area of seedlings in the establishment
phase is determined primarily by the amount of
reserve food rather than differences in components
of reserve materials and physio-ecological charac-

teristics in seeds and seedlings.
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2. Crop growth rate in the early growth stage crops during a month after emergence, although

the net assimilation rate, specific leaf area and dis-
tribution ratio of dry matter to leaf are variable
among crops.

is related to leaf area, not to net assimilation rate.
3. The ratio of leaf area to total dry weight

in seedlings is maintained relatively constant among



