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Genetic Studies on Leaf Characters in Maize

1L

Variations within an ear leaf and difference with inbred lines

of leaf vein frequency and stomatal frequency
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Fig. 1. Diagram showing the positions examined
on ear leaves.
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Table 1. Analysis of variance for four leaf characters on an ear leaf
Mean squares
Item d.f. Leaf vein Stomatal frequency Stpnll)ata per
vein
frequency Adaxial Abaxial
Positions 5 17.248** 14.301 132,846 23.532*
Sides 1 0.408 0.649 13,138 1.585
P.xS. 5 0.488 36.289 12,316 4,929
Errors 108 1.008 32.549 61,741 7.956

1) Linear frequency of stomata along a vein with 1.0 mm length, which was estimated
by stomatal frequency (adaxial+abaxial)/leaf vein frequency.

*  kk .
y H

Significant at 5% and 1% levels, respetively.
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Table 2. Leaf vein frequency, stomatal frequency and number of
stomata per vein in six positions on an ear leaf
Leaf vein Stomatal frequency Stomata per
PositionD frequency Adaxial Abaxial vein
(No./mm) (No./mm?) (No./mm)
1 7.57 36.9 63.2 ' 13.12
2 7.17 37.6 58.7 ' 13.42
3 6.25 35.9 56.3 1475
4 6.97 38.0 60,4 14.12
5 6.27 38.2 56.8 1514
6 6.55 37.0 57.6 14.43
Mean 6.80 37.2 59.0 14.16

1) The position numbers are those of Fig. 1.

Table 3. Analysis of variance of the magnitude of inter-plant variation
for four leaf characters on an ear leaf
Mean squares
Item d.f. Leaf vein Stomatal frequency Stomata per
- vein
frequency Adaxial Abaxial

Positions 5 1.233 6.331 26.537* 29.537*
Sides 1 0.464 1.166 5.333 8.323
P.XS. 5 1.561 6.851 4,110 4.402

Note) The magnitude of inter-plant variation in each position was estimated by coefficient
of variation.
*: Significant at 5% level.

1887% ¢, OEATAELERL O, L
WHE &L DESFORE, EITROKRNERICIZBEL /e
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2 TRV FLEdiE, BERC2THE— TH %5,

b) Stomata per vein

a) Stomatal frequency at abaxial surface

Fig. 2. Schematic digarams showing the similarity
of micro environmental effects on six posi-
tions on an ear leaf. Position numbers
are those of Fig. 1.

(D= means a significant positive correlation
at 1% level.
(®—— means similar correlation at 5% level.
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Table 4. Mean performance of each inbred line for eight characters

Line Plz'mt leaf Leaf vein Stomatal frequency Stomata
name height Length Width  Areal frequency Adaxial Abaxial Pef veIR

(cm) (cm) {cm) (cm?) (No./mm) (No./mm?) (No./mm)
a) Dent corn
A 340 1122 68.8 8.4 580.5 7.3 83.5 111.8 26.8
CK 24 165.6 65.6 7.7 508.1 7.5 59.7 78.2 17.7
CM 37 127.8 56.0 55 3110 79 724 96.8 213
CM 91 141.0 62.3 5.7 352.8 7.3 476 724 16.5
CM 174 135.0 69.1 74 512.2 7.6 70.3 894 21.0
CM 182 139.0 61.0 6.0 366.0 7.9 54.1 74.1 16.4
CMV 3 121.2 474 5.0 236.2 8.1 60.0 90.0 186
RB 259 165.4 68.8 85 583.4 7.0 56.8 75.0 188
RB 262 1314 51.2 6.3 322.5 6.6 54.1 70.0 18.8
RV 37 116.2 62.6 75 468.6 6.8 68.5 80.6 21.9
RW 11 125.2 484 6.4 3114 8.0 52.6 94.7 184
W 401 133.0 57.6 8.2 469.9 6.9 57.1 73.8 189
W 79A 108.6 52.1 5.6 293.7 7.9 385 58.8 124
Mean 1324 59.3 6.8 408.9 74 59.6 82.0 19.0
b) Flint corn
AG 14 128.2 59.8 7.3 436.5 8.1 58.8 86.8 18.2
CK 52 129.4 46.3 4.0 183.6 9.0 494 75.6 138
CM 7 125.4 43.2 35 151.6 78 491 75.9 16.1
EA 49 98.4 444 42 189.0 81 409 69.1 135
F 7 133.6 50.3 3.7 186.7 7.8 52.9 741 16.3
N 21 1704 71.1 6.9 4949 6.1 309 72.1 16.8
N 85 188.8 734 7.8 569.4 6.2 46.8 63.2 153
PM 9 1144 483 4.0 194.8 7.6 518 75.9 16,9
T 6 141.8 68.0 6.6 445.1 71 426 65.3 153
To 15 159.8 67.8 85 579.8 6.8 50.6 70.6 17.8
To 19 131.6 57.1 7.8 446 4 6.9 65.6 91.5 22.8
To 27 100.6 50.0 53 269.1 6.8 67.4 97.7 24.2
Mean 135.2 56.6 5.8 345.6 74 50.6 76.5 175
c) Sweet corn
Ma 21547 105.2 55.3 74 411.3 6.6 67.1 87.9 234
V 574 134.6 574 44 257.0 6.1 49.7 60.9 18.1
VvV 725 118.6 64.3 52 332.2 6.4 60.9 75.9 214
W 6767 135.8 72.2 7.2 519.4 71 735 80.6 217
W 6786 133.8 62.5 7.1 442.7 72 86.5 123.2 29.3
J9C 1-6 136.6 61.6 7.0 430.7 8.6 81.5 114.1 22.8
E 16 128.4 558 6.5 362.1 72 66.5 86.2 212
E 17 1644 64.7 9.0 579.8 6.7 54.7 75.6 194
Md 66- 9 135.2 70.6 58 411.5 8.1 62.4 87.1 185
Md 66-17 136.4 614 75 459.3 74 89.4 98.9 25.5
Md 66-44 127.6 74.8 79 587.7 7.0 73.2 95.9 24.2
G 61D 110.6 60.8 58 350.2 6.9 53.8 721 18.2
4701 116.0 60.8 58 350.2 6.2 58.8 7.9 22.3
5008 1150 59.7 58 346.1 6.5 63.2 74.4 21.2
55-S-53 117.0 63.0 71 4211 71 69.7 91.2 21.2
Mean 127.7 62.6 6.7 4211 71 674 86.8 219

1) Leaf area were estamated by length X width in each individual within a line.
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Table 5. Analysis of variance of inbred lines, among and within groups
_of dent (D), flint (F) and sweet corn (Sw) for eight characters,
entries are mean squares
Ltem Lt Plant Ear leaf Leaf vein Stomatal frequency Stomata
height Length Width  Area frequency Adaxial Abaxial Per vein
Lines 39 193.6%*%  361.9%x 105.2%x 794 7** 2.447%* 84 g** 102.6** 65,3%*
Among groups 2 101,7** 61.0%*% 193.7*% 1076.0%* 3.226** 509.1%* 174.5%* 343.3%*
D+F vs. Sw 1 172.8** 99,9%* 67.2%%  857.4%* 6.210%* 687.4** 256, 7** 595,1%*
D vs. F 1 30.6 221 320.1%% 1294 5%* 0.242 330.8%* 92.3** 91.5%*
Within Dent 12 156.3*%*%  304.4** 73.7%  676.4%* 1.272%* 68.4%* 98.8** 57.2%*
Within Flint 11 360.9%¢ 611.4** 1744%k 1353.6%* 3.668%* 52 1** 54 5%* 51.1%*
Within Sweet 14 107.3%%  179.8** 65.0%%  416,9%* 2.384** 69,3%* 133.2%* 43.6%*
Errors 160 7.8 121 3.0 17.3 0.363 8.7 10.6 . 44

*k . Significant at 1% level.
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Table 6. Heritability, simple and genetic correlations between all pairs
of characters in dent, flint (D+F) and sweet corn (Sw)
Plant Ear leaf Leaf vein Stomatal frequency Stomata
height Length  Width Area frequency  pjavial Abaxial Per vein
1 ) 3) 4 ) (6) U] (8)
1 D+F 83.67 JT0%* A49% 61 — 48%* —.29 —.38 —.12
0 Sw 78.49 36 41 50 26 12 14 _o1
9 D+F 72 88.70 Rt 93k* —.60%* A1 —.06 .29
@ Sw .39 70.45 .26 66%* .34 21 17 .02
3 D+F .50 82 90.10 96%* — bg@** .32 15 49*
@) Sw 43 .26 83.83 90*+* 24 43 44 42
(@) D+F .63 94 97 92,47 —.62%* 24 .07 A43%
Sw 52 .65 .90 80.68 32 42 40 .33
5) D+F — — — — 4447 .05 16 —-.37
Sw — — — — 69.59 58* BTF* 156
©) D+F — -— — — —.04 57.37 B83%* 87k
Sw -— -— — — 59 59.14 88** Baxk
@ D+F — — — — .09 .85 55.38 B2%x
Sw — — — — .70 .92 70.60 81
®) D+F — — — — —.40 .90 84 72.87
Sw — — - — 18 .86 81 59.38
Note) Simple and genetic correlation coefficients are on the right and left side of the diagonal,
respectively. Heritability values (%) are on the diagonal. Hyphens indicate that the
genetic correlations were not estimated.
* ok

, *¥*: Significant at 5% and 1% levels, respectively.
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Summary

Variations with positions on an ear leaf were
investigated for leaf vein frequency and stomatal
frequency which had been suggested to have
associations with photosynthesis. Then genetic
differences and relationships among these two
characters and with leaf blade size (lenght, width
and area) were also studied on inbred lines of
dent, flint and sweet corns.

It was found that the number of leaf veins
varied with positions on the ear leaf (Table 1).
High leaf vein frequencies were observed at the
leaf tips and margins (Table 2). On the other hand,
stomatal frequencies of adaxial and abaxial sur-
faces of leaf blade had large inter-plant variations
These

were estimated to show the micro environmental

among positions. inter-plant variations
variations among individuals or positions within a
leaf of a plant. So it was suggested that stomatal
frequency was more plastic character for environ-
mental variation, or developmentally less stable
than leaf vein frequency.

Leaf vein frequency and stomatal frequencies of
adaxial and abaxial surfaces of leaf blade varied
among lines (Table 5). But difference of relation-
ships among leaf characters involving these three
characters were found between sweet corn and
dent, flint corns (Table 6).
vein frequency were positively correlated with
stomatal frequencies, especialy those of abaxil
surface (7,=0.70).

In sweet corn, leaf

But not in dent, flint corns (7
=0.09). These groups showed negative correlations
between leaf vein frequency and leaf blade size,
and positive correlations between leaf width and

the number of stomata per vein.



