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Table 1. Plastic greenhouses investigated
Distri L . Cultivated S .
istricts ~ Abbreviation Formation years Vegetables Irrigation Top dressing
Sapporo Sa Moved 2 Cucumber By hands Non
. . . Tube at five Once per two
Mikasa Mi Fixed 5 Cucumber days intervals irrigations
) . Tube at four At time of
Kuriyama Ku Fixed 5 Tomato days intervals irrigations
Yubari Ub Fixed 5 Melon Tube At time of
irrigations
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Fig. 1. The types of the ridge and plastic mulch
of the plastic greenhouses investigated.
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Fig. 2. Outlines of the soil sampler.
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Table 2. Some characteristics of the soils in the plastic greenhouses investigated
Districts Soil types cocnltanlt Texture pH Y, CEC
) 0 Ko (1e/100 £)
Sapporo Brown Lowland soils 31 LiC 4.9 43 2.7 32.0
Mikasa Gley Lowland soils 23 CL 54 4.9 11 21.4
Kuriyama Ando soils 16 CL 58 53 0.4 21.2
Yubari Volcanogenous Regosols 4 S 6.5 5.8 0.3 11.3
Distribution of soil pore Solid Bulk
Districts Soil types volume (cm3/100 cm?) ratio density
pF0-18 1827 27-42 4.2- (cm?100 cm3) (g/100 cm?)
Sapporo Brown Lowland soils 232 9.3 154 241 28 80
Mikasa Gley Lowland soils 176 7.3 114 287 35 105
Kuriyama Ando soils 313 14.3 14.3 16.1 24 70
Yubari Volcanogenous Regosols 295 15.8 83 14.4 32 90

irigation tube

Fig. 3.
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Distributions of roots (R), water-suction (W.S)) and electrical conductivity (EC) in water
extracted solution (soil: water ratio of 1:5) in soil layers from ridge to furrow.
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Distribution of water soluble NOj and SO%~ in soil layers
from ridge to furrow. (The indications of irrigation tubes
and plants are the same as Fig. 3.
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Relations between electrical conductivity (EC) and total
water soluble anions (T.A.) in the water extracted solu-
tions (soil: water ratio of 1:5).
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Distribution of exchangeable cations in soil layers
from ridge to furrow.
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Fig. 7. Distribution of soil pH in soil layers
. from ridge to furrow.
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Fig. 9. Effect of water applied on pH, EC and
NOj7 and SO}~ concentration in the solu-

tion of Sapporo soil.
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are the same as Fig. 9)
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Fig. 12. Relations between base saturation
degrees and soil pH.
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Fig. 13. Distribution of NOsN in soil layers.

* ll; % of unavailable NO3 in soil where soil

water suction is over pF. 3.8.
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Summary

The object of this study was to investigate the
behavior of plant nutrients in the soils used for
the beds of vegetables in plastic greenhouses on
farms in the central parts of Hokkaido. The soils
were divided into two soil groups: volcanic ash
and lowland soils. The distribution of the plant
nutrient ions was examined in the soil profiles both
vertically and laterally. Water extracted NO3 and
SOf~ were determined with a soil: water ratio of

1:5. The exchangeable cations were also deter-
mined.

In order to determine the chemical composition
of the soil solutions by analysing the water soluble
nutrients, the chemical composition of the water
extracted solutions were examined in different soil:
water rations of from 1:041 to 1:5.

The results obtained are summarized as follows;

1) The distribution of moisture in the profiles
indicated that the upper layer was dry. The soil
water suction (pF) in 0-1cm layer was generally
above the value of pF 3.8. The electrical conduc-
tivity, EC (soil : water ratio 1:5), in that layer was
very high and most of them registered more than
2.0 mmho/cm.

2} Accumulation of the water soluble salt in
the root zones was found in the greenhouses which
were irrigated with fertilizer solution. NOj3, which
is required in large amounts by the plants, was
low in concentration in the root zones while SO%~
was concentrated there. On the other hand, in
the green houses where the fertilizers had been
broadcast before planting, EC (soil: water ratio
1:5) registered above the value of 1.0 mmho/cm
in the 0-10 cm fertilization layer and most of the
roots were found in the layer below 10 cm depth
escaping the top layer.

3) SOfF in the soil solution was of low concen-
tration because of the gypsum formation, so that
the dominant anions were NO3. NOj was simply
diluted and concentrated with the change of water
applied.

4) Although the roots were able to exist in the
soil solutions in the order of 5-400 me/¢ of NO3
concentration, most of the roots were in the soil
layers where the NOj7 concentration was below
100 me/4.

5) In lowland soils pH was low in the soil
layers having a high value of EC. The volcanic
ash soil, however, didn’t show this tendency and
indicated a positive relation between the pH and
the base saturation degree.

6) The NOj accumulated in the top layers where
the soil water suction was over pF 3.8 may be
We therefore need
to consider the quantity of the accumulated NO3

nonavailable for the plants.

in the management of fertilization.



