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Studies on the Botanical Characteristics of
Gyoja-nin-niku (Allium victorialis 1.)

I

On the growing process and the mechanism of tillering

Toshinari Kanazawa and Toshiro Yakuwa

Laboratory of Horticulture, Faculty of Agriculture
Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan
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Fig. 1. Growth curve of leaves and flower stalk.

Fig. 2. Growing process of Gyoja-
nin-niku (Allium victorialis
L.) in season.
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flower stalk developing sfage
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BT L (Fig. 3A), B0 4~9 HiThd T T o
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USRI IEL T AT, FEVIFED LR,
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Table 1. Development of the sprouting leaf bud in the leaf sheath of
mature foliage leaf
Number of Length of the leaf Number of
Yearz Month plants (mm) differential
o obseved iyt deal 20 leaf leavest
m-2 Sep. 50 1.0 1.0
© (1985) Nov. 40 2.0 2.4
m-1 Jan. 20 3.0 1.0 4.0
(1986) Apr. 32 5.0 21 4.6
Jun. 50 16.8 4.8 5.6
Sep. 50 47.3 39.8
Nov. =0 39.9

z : Initial year on sprouting leaf is defined as in year (1987)
y: Sprouting leaf+foliage leaf

46.4

Fig. 3.

A: January 3mm in length)

Development of sprouting leaf.

B: September (about 50 mm in length)

C: April in the following year (about 80 mm in length)
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Table 2. Growth and leaf shapes in plants cultivated for four years
after planting (1987)
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Plant Nug}ber Number

No. tillers  leaves
1 4 2.5
2 19 29
3 18 29
4 3.1
5 3.3
6 10 2.9
7 3.0
8 5 2.6
9 2 3.0
10 4 2.5
11 8 2.8
12 2 3.0
13 3 3.0
Mean 75 29

2

Ist leaf
Leaf  Leaf
length width
_(em) ¢
26.6 4.1
18.0 6.9
12.1 10.3
24.8 7.2
28.8 6.8
26.2 7.4
28.5 10.2
29.4 8.9
24.3 9.3
30.3 7.9
27.8 8.1
275 8.3
22.3 7.3
251 7.9

Number of foliage leaves per plant
leaf length/leaf width

Leaf
ratio¥

(em)

6.5
26
1.8
3.4
4.2
3.5
28
3.3
26
3.8
3.4
3.3
3.1
3.2

Leaf

length

(em)

29.0
19.9
229
26.1
29.8
27.4
30.4
30.5
28.8
32.6
29.3
28.8
24.3
27.7

2nd leaf

Leaf
width

3.9
6.0
7.5
7.0
6.8
6.7
9.7
7.8
8.1
7.4
7.7
7.6
6.7
7.1

Fig.

A

(cm)

3rd leaf
Leaf Leaf Lleaf Leaf
ratio¥ length width ratioy
(em)  (cm)

7.4 31.8 3.9 8.2
2.2 15.2 2.3 6.6
3.1 21.3 5.1 4,2
3.7 26.6 5.8 4.6
44 29.0 6.3 4.6
41 29.5 5.1 5.8
3.1 30.8 8.0 3.9
3.9 29.2 6.2 47
3.6 27.0 3.5 7.7
4.4 33.0 6.6 5.0
3.8 28.2 6.5 4.3
3.8 30.0 6.6 45
3.6 25.2 5.5 46
5.5 5.0

3.9 27.4

4. Growing process of foliage

leaf.

a vertical section of the part of .
growing point in the leaf sheath
Ib: foliage leaf bud
leaf bud about 12mm in length
leaf bud about 25 mm in length
foliage leaf expanded
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Flower cluster and new vegetative
axillary bud.

Fig. 5.

nb: new vegetative axillary bud
fc: flower cluster

5L 5in® (Fig. 5), ZONICBRxIR b &%
DRI NEDER,EDHN S (Fig. 6), T/, TE
EORCTEEAFIIBR SN B0, TOREIME L
> FOBE LA FEFELADIE TR LS A THR
WONELILE B (Fig. 5, 7). CHODERE R UL
£, EWAHCEEESFC gEh T A T 5,
Fig. 5 1 {EBROTEENF OMLFioNE LR LIz L ©
T, ZORHIOEOHBIRD & 5127t % (Fig. 8), b
AZDAMNEINEO TS ANIZ - oL O TH %
nTED, TONMTTEEL S REORENTE (X
WELCW3) SFEETD (A), FIZFORmig S
Y (B) ROCSBIES (C) AFET %, IHFEF Rz D
M {8 BN B & XD i B B,
10 HEiziiF s o Llis b L HE T 2 Hu B
B TR TR RO TH D, FBIFIFCY
Lz o TT7 ABICITEL TH S0 RBIEDITOh
R L Te D, EIRSEFONMNE, (BFARS (b EAES
LU hkE bR B, (EERGILO KT EE
FOWMIA NIRRT, T T2
BT T B UIFES A 1~2 mm BEAZ T R S oD
&% (Fig. 8D), %7z, TEm LT, {EER 5mm
BECELTEY, EEAFRI~2mmBE L7t T
W5 (Fig. 8E), Al X 51 8~9 iz gL LicfEF
Smm BEOR I THAL, BHEMG, LTS5,

Fig. 6. Florest buds in involucre

Photographed within involucre in Fig. 8
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1. Case where no tiler
and a new vegetative
axillary bud are formed

2. Case where a tillering
bud is formed

@ . flower cluster

O new vegetative axillary bud

@® : tillering bud
Fig. 7.

3. Case where two tillering
buds are formed

4. Case where two vegetative
axillary buds are formed

direction of
™ phyliotaxy plane

Relation of position between flower cluster and new vegetative

axillary bud and tillering bud.

o €D

~

c
A B £

Fig. 8. Structure of leaf and leaf bud in
dormant plant before winter.

A . external appearance of bulb

B: sprouting leaf bud in the old leaf sheath in
Alliwn victorialis L.

C: foliage leaf bud in the sprouting leaf buds

D: apical meristem

E: flower cluster
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LTV EABDTERE LRI bisv, o TFa v
I e =V = JERWCTHRBDENT B\ b 5500t
HBC X BBAVEMTH D RITHEEOFT ORI
DWTEBIT S (Fig. 9),

1) DIDHEDER: 20 HEIT IS 2T sE
THEX mIELTDLE, HFOFIE m-244E0 8~9 FiT
WAEFOEWTCIR E N B (Fig. 9, 10), + o ¥t
1EC 2@ EOFRRSRT, BRI h D E I TEk
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Year m-2(1985) m-1(1986) m(1987)

Month  Aug.| Sep. I Apr. I May I Jun. l Jul. l Aug. l Sep. \ May Jun.T

&
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= S fllow;er
£ 8 cluster new vege tative flower L
° tillerin i :
3 o bt g axillary bud cluster
5 < U
c

A B C D E

Fig. 9. Mechanism of the tillering in Gyoja-nin-niku.

A : formation of new vegetative axillary bud and tillering bud
B~D: growing stage of new vegetative axillary bud and tillering bud in the sheath of
mother plant
E : complete stage of tillering

Fig. 10. Formation of tillering bud.

A : tillering bud (ti) formed at the axil of the foliage leaf
B: tillering bud (ti) formed at the axil of the foliage leaf and new vegetative
axillary bud (nb) formed at the base of the flower stalk (fs)
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Fig. 11. Complete stage of tillering.

A B C D
Tillering X ’ o) X 0

Bolting X X e @)

Fig. 12. Cross section of the bulb of some tillering plants.

a plant with no flower cluster and no tillering bud

a plant with a tillering bud

a plant with a flower stalk and a new vegetative axillary bud

a plant with a flower stalk, a new vegetative axillary bud and a tillering bud
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Summary

The growing process and the mechanism of the
cultivated tillering of Gyoja-nin-niku (Allium vic-
torialis L.) were observed using mature plants in
1985~1987 to obtain basic data on the cultivation
of the plant. The experimental results are sum-
marized as follows:

1) 1In early April, two or three sprouting leaves
appear from the bed and then usually two or three
foliage leaves expand. Their growth is completed
in the middle of May and the plants lie dormant
from July to the following spring.

2) The sprouting leaf bud is differentiated in
autumn and the foliage leaf bud is differentiated
in the following spring.

3) The morphological process of flower cluster
formation is similar to that of the welsh onion.

The initial stage of the flower cluster formation is
observed from the end of August to early Sep-
tember.

Soon after the beginning of flower cluster form-
ation, a new vegetative axillary bud is formed at
the base of the flower cluster stalk.

4) The tiller develops from the lateral bud
formed in the axil of the foliage leaf. The new
vegetative axillary bud and the tillering bud are
differentiated in autumn.

5) In the following season, they develop slowly
in the leaf sheathes of mature foliage leaves and
grow to about 4~5cm in length till autumn.

In the following spring, the young plants sprout
and expand into foliage leaves.



