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Studies on Botanical Characteristics of Gyoja-nin-niku
(Allium victorialis L. spp. platyphyllum Hult.)

III. Morphological characteristics of flower, fruit and seed

Toshinari KANAZAWA and Toshiro YAKUWA

(Laboratory of Horticulture, Faculty of Agriculture,
Hokkaido University, Sapporo 060, Japan)
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Table 1. Comparison of umbels and flower stalks of Allium species.
Diameter of Length of Diameter of flower stalk (mm)*

Species Noérofnfril%gelzts umbel flower stalk

P (mm) (cm) upper middle lower
Gyoja-nin-niku 68.1+ 4.1 48.7+0.8 40.7£1.3 3.2%0.2 4.4%0.2 4.9%+0.3
Welsh onion 204.1+19.6 79.9%+2.9 53.2+1.6 11.1£0.7 23.9£1.0 20.7%0.9
(* Matsumoto-~ippon ”)
Onion 525.7+51.5 83.4%+1.6 100.0x1.6 10.9-4+0.4 32.0%0.9 16.1+0.7
(“ Sapporo-ki’)
Asatsuki 63.8= 3.1 29.0%+0.6 40.4+0.8 1.7£0.1 2.6x0.1 2.9%0.1
(‘ Sapporo-zairai )
Chinese chive 106.1+ 4.5 65.9%+1.3 65.7t1.6 2.9£0.8 4.4+1.0 6.3+0.2
(* Ooba-nira ")
Leek 266.4+34.1 121.942.8 95.1%£2.2 8.0%+0.2 9.5+0.3 12.4+0.5

# Numbers stand for diameters of a central part of three equally divided portions of a flower stalk.

¥ mean = standard error.

Fig. 1. An umbel of Gyoja-nin-niku.
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Fig. 2. Flowering of Gyoja-nin-niku.

Fig. 3. Horizontal section of a flower stalk.
(sc) sharp corner.
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Table 2. Comparison of flower organ sizes of Allium species.

Width of Width of
OP“eih In_nerth Length of ter Length of i]nnero Length (mm)
Species penan perian outer filament inner filament
! ) filament (mm) filament (mm)
Length ~ Width  Length ~ Width '
(mm)  (mm  (mm)  (mm) (mm) wper  lower (mm) et lower Anther  Style  Ovary Peduncle
Gyoja -nin-niku 6.5£0.2° 1.5+0.2 8.1+#0.1 3.1£0.0 7.9£0.4 0.5£0.0 1.1£0.0 9.2£0.3 0.5£0.0 1.8£0.0 2.5£0.1 3.3+0.1 4.2+0.1 24.4+0.5

Welsh onion
(' Matsumoto-ippon ")

6.5x0.1 2.2£0.1 81501 4.0£0.0 5.240.2 0.5£0.0 1.020.0 87201 0.520.0 1.0£0.0 2.020.0 4.720.4 1.520.0 211205

Onion 56201 3.0£0.0 5.5%0.2 3.0£0.0 3.520.5 0.5£0.0 1.0£0.0 6.420.2 0.520.0 3.0£0.0 2.040.0 1.0£0.0 2.2+0.1 18.3£0.6

(“ Sapporoki ")

Asatsuki 11.5£0.1 3.0%0.0 12.2+0.1 3.0£0.0 4.6x0.1 0.5£0.0 1.0£0.0 5.1x0.1 0.520.0 1.040.0 1.1£0.0 3.1£0.1 2.0£0.0 12.0+0.3

(* Sapporo-zairai )

Chinese chive
(* Ooba-nira )

7.640.1 3.1£0.0 7.74£0.1 3.7£0.1 2.3x0.1 0.5%0.0 1.0£0.0 3.4+0.1 0.5%0.0 1.02£0.0 2.4£0.1 0.7+0.1 2.0£0.0 14.5%0.3

Leek 56402 1.9£0.1 4.8£0.1 2.3x0.1 3.1%0.0 0.240.0 1.0+0.0 4.9£0.2 0.2£0.0 1.0£0.0 1.620.1 0.4£0.1 3.0£0.0 19.6£0.4

“mean * standard error.
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Fig. 4. Anatomy of florets in Allium species (A—F).

(A) Gyoja-nin-niku. (B) Welsh onion (* Matsumoto-ippon ).

(C) Onion (‘ Sapporo-ki”). (D) Asatsuki (‘ Sapporo-zairai’).

(E) Chinese chive (‘Ooba-nira’). (F) Leek. :
Marks in photo A are as follows: op, outer perianth (upper, the 1st-3rd from left) ; ip, inner

perianth (upper, the 4th-6th from left); lo, loculus (lower, the Ist from left ; os, outer stamen

(lower, the 2nd-4th from left; is, inner stamen (lower, the 5th-7th from left). The correspon-

dences among marks, subjects and positions in photo B, C, D, E and F are the same as in photo A.
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Fig. 6. Scanning electron microphotograph of
Gyoja-nin-niku pollen grains (x3000).

E F

Fig. 5. Florets of Allium species (A—F).
(A) Gyoja-nin-niku.
(B) Welsh onion (* Matsumoto-ippon ”).
(C) Onion (*Sapporo-ki’).
(D) Asatsuki (‘ Sapporo-zairai’).
(E) Chinese chive (‘ Ooba-nira’).
(F) Leek.

Fig. 7. An ovary of Gyoja-nin-niku.

Fig. 8. Horizontal sections of ovaries.
(A) Gyoja-nin-niku. (B) Welsh onion (‘ Matsumoto-ippon ).
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Table 3. Comparison of flower organ colors of Allium species.

Species pgr?;féh p é?i?i?]rth Filament  Anther Style Ovary Peduncle
Gyoja-nin-niku White White White Yellow White Pale green Pale green
Welsh onion White White White Yellow White Pale green Pale green
(* Matsumoto-ippon .
Onion White White White - Yellow White White Pale green
(“ Sapporo-ki ")
Asatsuki Pale violet Pale violet ~White Pale violet White Pale green Pale green
(* Sapporo-zairai ")
Chinese chive White White White Yellow White Pale green Pale green
(* Ooba-nira”)
Leek White, White, White Yellow,  White Pale green, Pale green,
Pale violet Pale violet Pale violet Pale violet Pale violet
Table 4. Eigen values, contributions and cumulative contributions of the fiirst and sec-
ond components in Allium species.
Character First component Second component
1. Length of outer perianth 0.48220 —0.03723
2. Length of inner perianth 0.45689 0.11986
3. Shape of outer perianth? 0.24147 0.38949
4. Shape of inner perianth? 0.46497 0.08392
5. Length of outer filament 0.04530 0.49677
6. Length of inner filament —0.10644 0.44704
7. Length of anther —0.33119 0.15380
8. Length of style 0.18425 0.36493
9. Length of ovary —0.13985 0.30065
10. Length of peduncle —0.32811 0.36286
Eigen value 4.16940 3.95634
Contribution 41.694 39.563
Cumulative contribution 41.694 81.257

#Shape of perianth is represented by ratio of perianth length to perianth width.
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Fig. 9. Scatter diagram of florets of Allium
species on the plane with axis of the first
(Z,) and second(Z,) principal component.
(A) Gyoja-nin-niku.
(B) Welsh onion (* Matsumoto-ippon ").
(C) Onion (* Sapporo-ki’).
(D) Asatsuki (‘Sapporo-zairai’).
(E) Chinese chive (‘Qoba-nira’).
(F) Leek.
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Fig. 10. Fruits and seeds of Gyoja-nin-niku.
(A) fruit. (B) fruit cracking. (C) mature seeds.
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DEF LI TERVEDCBTOMRIBB S
(Fig. 8A, Fig. 11A), chic® L ¢, fio xR
YTl B2EOBFHTE DI ETLE
FOELTWHHSEFEE D, BFOMLFEY
& 705 (Fig. 8B, Fig. 11B),
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Fig. 11. Seeds of Gyoja-nin-niku and welsh onion.
(A) Gyoja-nin-niku. REFEMOBT MM LcER BKok3i3

(B) Welsh onion (* Matsumoto-ippon ). mm BET, fioi ¥ EEYICENTE HEILART

Table 5. Comparison of ovules, loculi and seeds of Allium species.

) No. of Width (um) Width (um) Weight of
Species ovule 100 seeds
Long locule Short locule Long ovule Short ovule (g)
Gyoja-nin-niku 3 135.0 97.5 111.0 76.8 1.08
(1007 (1000 (100> (100) (1000
Welsh onion 6 75.0 54.0 58.5 38.4 0.33
(* Matsumoto-ippon ) (56)° (55) (53) 50 @D
Onion 6 88.5 64.5 73.5 28.5 0.40
(* Sapporo-ki”) (66) (66) (66) 3D @an
Asatsuki 6 69.9 43.8 42.9 32.2 -
(‘ Sapporo-zairai ’) (52) (45 39 (42) (—)
Chinese chive 6 99.0 78.9 66.0 29.3 0.45
(* Ooba-nira ’) 73) @1 G (38) (42)
Leek g 6 73.5 55.5 50.4 32.0 0.38
(54 67D (45> (42) (35

ZNumber in parentheses indicates indices that are compared with the index 100 of Gyoja-nin-niku.

emb
emb

end

Fig. 12. Vertical sections of seeds.
(A) Gyoja-nin-niku. (B) Welsh onion (* Matsumoto-ippon .
(emb)embryo, (end)endosperm.
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Fig. 13. Scanning electron microphotograph of
seed coat of Gyoja-nin-niku (X500).
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Summary

Morphological characteristics of a flower, fruit
and seed of Gyoja-nin-niku (Allium wvictorialis L.
spp. platyphyllum Hult), and plants which are dis-
tributed in Hokkaido, Japan, are observed in com-
parison with those of other Allium species. The
experimental results are summarized as follows.

1. Average number of florets per umbel of Gyoja
-nin-niku was least (68.1) among those of other
Allium species. Flower stalks are 40.7cm in aver-

age length as short as those of Asatsuki. As in
Chinese chive, cross section of a flower stalk has an
outline with a sharp corner at 2 symmetrical por-
tions.

2. The inner perianth is longer than the outer
perianth. The inner perianth is lanceolate or oval,
and flat in thickness, while the outer perianth is
slender and curved. A filament is slender, thick-
ened gradually from tip to the basal portion, and
has no serration in the basal portion. In some
cases, inner filaments elongate earlier, and are lon-
ger than outer filaments. A pollen grain is oval or
semicircular in shape.

3. An ovary of Gyoja-nin-niku is bigger than
that of other Allium species, and its shapes are
clear-cut. Gyoja-nin-niku usually has one ovule a
locule.

4. It was indicated that morphological character-
istics of flowers of Allium species could be
classified mainly by the shape of perianths and the
length of filaments through principal component
analysis.

5. Seed shape is globate. The average weight of
100 seeds was 1.08g, depending on the size of locule
and ovule, and larger than that of other Allium
species. An embryo of Gyoja-nin-niku is approxi-
mately 3mm on the average, and shorter than that
of the other Allium species. As a characteristic
point, curvatures of embryos is shortest among
those of other Allium species. Observation by
scanning electron microscopy clarified that cells on
the surface of a seed coat are tetragon through
octagon in shape.



