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Summary

The aim of this study was to analyze the func-
tions of nomadism as a part of the livestock indus-
try, and to provide evidence from a scientific view-
point that nomadism is still a practical method of
livestock production and continues to plays a
significant role in the livestock industry.

Chapter 1 describes the awareness of problems
and analytical methods, and chapter 2 clarifies the
existence of a “basic active unit” of labor known
as “ Aule,” under which several families share the
tasks of raising each family’s livestock, in the
towns of Turgon and Kurt in Fuyun province,
Altay region of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, which were the areas of study. Chapter 3
shows that under the policy of unity in the clan
society, which existed in China before the libera-
tion, the Aule, as the very terminal autonomous
group, were guaranteed the exclusive use of pas-
ture, unification and adjustment of resources, and

adjustment of labor, and as a result, the Aule
acquired the functions which are indispensable to
the operation of nomadism.

Chapter 4 describes how the Aule lost the func-
tions of unit and unification/adjustment of resources
due to the imposition of collectivization policies by
the Chinese government following the liberation of
China in 1949, and how the class policy of the peo-
ple’s commune system during the Cultural Revolu-
tion deprived the skilled technicians of nomadism of
their function of labor adjustment and led to a
great decline in the productivity of livestock farm-
ing by nomadism.

In chapter 5, the results of analysis of Aule-style
management show that in the reorganization proc-
ess of the functions of the Aule under the system of
private management which replaced the people’s
commune system, there was a higher level of matu-
rity in management, which resulted in Aule live-
stock being sold for a higher price than other live-
stock due to the many skilled technicians among
the Aule, and the reinvestment of surplus capital in
the purchase of new facilities and livestock.

Chapter 6 concludes that the method of nomadism
practiced by the Aule has been an indispensable
part of livestock production in Xinjiang, and that
the necessary conditions for Aule management in
the future are an appropriate scale and allocation
of Aule members, and a guarantee of discretionary
power for the Aule. It is also pointed out that
training of nomadic farming technicians and the
effective use and management of dry desert steppes
in Xinjiang are necessary factors for the fulfillment
of these conditions. The latter factor is based on
the assumption that a policy of “semi-settlement ”
would be more profitable in Xinjiang, rather than
“full-settlement,” which is the policy currently
being implemented by the government throughout
the country.

This is the first study of the Aule method of
nomadic livestock producition, and is believed to be
an important contribution to the study of nomadism
as well as provide valuable information for policy
considerations in the outlying regions of China.



