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Abstract

A “hottom-up” Big Five disposition-situation interaction model is introduced that
highlights the interactive relation between an individual's behavioral trait tendencies and
the different facets of a situation to which he or she may respond. In the proposed model.
personality traits are considered markers for how an individual might interpret and respond to
different facets of a situation. Given a complex situation with multiple response options, a
person will respond to the part of the situation most salient to him or her at that time. The
presented model illustrates how interactions between the tmit dimensions of the Big Five
model with the different facets of a situational context, as well as the intra-individual
interactions between the different trait dimensions themselves, determine which facet of a
situation will be salient. The model is expected o improve prediction of specific behaviors in
specific situations using personality traits. Results from an illustrative study are presented.
€ 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.
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