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7. Observation of Microearthquakes in Hidaka District,
Southern Hokkaido. —1963—

By Yoshinobu MOTOYA, Tatsuki SAITO and Yoshimi SASAKI

(Department of Geophysics, Faculty
of Science, Hokkaido University)

In 1962, seismometrical observations of high sensitivity were carried out in the vicinity
of the Erimo Cape in Hidaka District and some results were already reported in the
previous volume of this Bulletin. In succession to the above, we made again the obser-
vation in the same region in August, 1963 and try here to- get some informations about
the seismicity in the southern Hokkaido.

To investigate the seismic activity in a certain region, it is important to determine
the hypocenters. In August, 1963, 45 earthquakes whose magnitudes were larger than 3
occurred in the southern part and off the Pacific coast of Hokkaido, and 26 of them did
near the Erimo Cape. Some seismologists say that the seismicity of a certain region would
increase before a large earthquake occurres there. Approaching this problem, we compare
the results obtained in 1963 with those in 1962. The earthquake of magnitude 6.2, being
one of the largest ever obseved in this region, occurred in the southwest off Urakawa
Dec. 21, 1962 and was followed by many aftershocks. It seems that the number of micro-
earthquakes preceded the above earthquakes was larger than that in June, 1962 and in
August, 1963, when no earthquake whose magnitude was larger than 5.5 took place.
At the present stage, it is absolutely necessary to accumulate the observational data for
long period in order to get any conclusion about this problem.



