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Episodic Acidification of Stream Water Caused by Snowmelt
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(Received December 20, 1995)

Episodic acidification of stream water was observed in a small forested watershed in the
northern Hokkaido during the snowmelt season in 1995. Diurnal variation of pH in the stream
water showed an inverted correlation with those of streamflow. Rainfall-runoff event at the
beginning of the snowmelt season had the smallest pH from 7.1 to 6.1. With the decrease of pH
value, alkalinity and the concentrations of Cl-, Na*, Ca?* and Mg?* of the stream water de-
creased. Under this condition, the decline of alkalinity was largest due to the base cation dilution.
The H* concentration increase due to the decline of pH was small compared to the concentration
decrease of other ions. Therefore, it is difficult to explain the pH declination by ion concentra-
tion variation, and it is necessary to consider the role of dissolved carbonate in the stream water.
The variation of pH with streamflow categorized to ‘preceed’, ‘delayed’ and ‘simultaneous’ type.
The ‘delayed’ type was most frequently observed in the intensive snowmelt period, and the lag
was 2 to 3 hours.

I. 13 L & (Z

BARZEUORT U7 L Bt R RBERE & A TBERTHO Ziigs Ltabns, &
BEFr AT - 72 24 4E 18 (1986 4E 4 A ~1988 £ 3 A) oA LU, HALE 29 sz B8 2Bk
D pH AEIY 4.7 T, BRK2HIBCHRE S NMEEHREETH - /2 (Hara, 1991). XA VF+ET
FBRAFSEBY & TR, T TIRBERKSERE A LN D EESRK - FK - TBESOEERIC
BN Twaoicfl, BERTIEFITHEIBTELL Thiw, ToBEHBE L THEERLD ) RBRN TCosk
BENHOEEIEHENT 3, BHETCRBEHVELEBHIOH L) ETERALLEINTWE (K
i35, 1995 ; Ohte et al., 1995).

ZHNCIZE A CRISIRE L WIERSHEEE TR, FHMT0BRERTHIIHENICERIN, &
FHIC NS PBBEINTEEKE L LIBT3, ZDH@NIKRLEEAD pH #*—RFiGIC R
ETFL, BEREBRICERA 28 %5 2 T3 (Johannessen and Henriksen, 1978 ; Andrew ef al.,
1980 ; €4k, 1989). ZHBHHKIT “snowmelt acidic shock” :FRIH, TETHH CIIERMEMEKL Lic



16 A EHZ MR KT
HELCRERBEICL > T3,

FE L3 AT IEREOFHINTIRIC B, BT KIS WK pH 246 % #@fkRE L 2 (BH
1344, 1992 ; $hKITA, 1992). pH 3RO HREE) & MHIT 5 L 9 1B L, BMEBEWER 6.7 b
LEKT5.1 2 CET LR, EBOBRN % LEEtRoRMIGE (BFERBRH) k-7 s 2
A, RU &5 icHERL &S HHI§ 2 pH B8 S Nz, 72720, pH OZ{bIRIZ 2+ FER & 1
XUNEL, BEHERD 6.8, LBART6.3FZTHETTH -7z, —iKkic, BRSPEMSZICL->TH
MBHEKT B &, NKDT A ) EH—ERNCIRAST 5 2 &2 6 11TV 5 (DeWalle and Swistock,
1994). A F FRitiEE CHRA I N pH BLIZ BRI T b->Twa, Ty ) EHVELT
ZERE L TIE, 1) event water DHEMIZHE) 4 F A4 > 0FHK, 2) SO0 & NO; niiHAFED
Wime &2 b T3,

AR T, 1995 EORMTHICHTERBEMIC B WT, BE, IIKD pH T2 ) ESO{LER
Gy E BRI BRI L, pH @ B RURHMZESC 2 DER 2LERTDIITR-R 2 b L I2EFEL .

II. 8 B 7 &

7 B RS ETF) ZREERN OFEES (b 44°22", FiE 142°17) A& T % (Fig. 1), Wk
WifEi3 1.3 km?, #ZEE 290~545 m, FHABEIZH 17" TH 5., EREBOWEITFEZL0LILSE
BEIKARE T (S, 1956), TN LE#EX 3 ~5 m DRILAINKETE,IE - T\ 5, Fizzy
<, b=y, TXFG, Frhios, 4 SXENEEABETKL LN, MEKRICIZES 1 mid
EDF o HHEET 5, LEERFEEREEK (1990) DRRERHC L 5 L, 1980~1989 F 44

{

500,

Fig.1. Location map of the Moshiri experimental basin.



BETIC & b % 5 WK O—BEi e pHIE T 17
EHRIE, SBKE, RERSO 10, EEHEIFNFN2.4C, 1385mm, 205cm TH Y, LD
EHRER YD DHBOBEHRTH 5.

BANZ 1995 € 3 Aha)Ae & 5 APANC T TAT e » 72, FEBCKER TiRMLEIC 2B (2 mig) ¢ B
AZAMEL TEREZ TREL, BYRECAIREDBI #2474 - /2. BIETREERIX 2X10*m*s™!
5 1.0m’™ ! TH 5, BUBFCAIIKNKE WEEE, pH 2 2 FhaSliREREK, EEER
i (DKK % WD—36 D), pH i (DKK %6430 BV 5 2 EBH) I & » CHEHEL, T2, FELE
DR TEEE1.5~2 m ORBZHERWEL 2. T S50BEEIR 10 5B TT—2 vir—iciit
L7z, 2502, HEMRAS (ISCOE 2700 ) AW CHIKE*E By 2 BRI 2. R
ZHREBED R/ (5~ 68) & HEKE (1718 K) IITiTxHEd 2 & 9 icfkE L 2. SR EE
FicHLEY pH L WEEEZBIWL 2%, v 7veody—RI A 7vet 7774 — (DIONEX
#20001/SP) 2k W EEA 4 BE (Na*, NH, K+, Mg?*,Ca?, Cl-, NO;, SO}) #, Wik
T CRBEXS COM—500ic & ) pH4.3 T NA VELSH L7z, &b, BAKLZEIZ 3 A 30
H» 658128 TTH 5, MEBRHMSES S 500 m BEA-EHPROKZBRES T2, BER
LBEKREZ ZNTNBEFEEERIT L - KAMEEFT 2 H - THBIL 72,

Im g & # R

1. @ESHM+ o pH £t

SA16HE”55 A1 HE TOMER, BKkE I8 WIHEE, pHo%fb% Fig. 2"y, 3 A
1 BEEE TOBERIL 136 cm (UKL E 461 mm) THHEERIBEIL ) R LHThH - 72, B
FIZ3IH 29 HED L56F 525 FhLIEIO 3 A 16, 17 BiZ H [RIEH—ERHYIC_EH L 21 mm DA
BN, ZoORFOWNHEAKIIERD S 30 BREUELEBATEE L, L Lads, ko pH
26.1 T TIERTLAHMZBL CTRVENELZRLZ. 3 A2 HEL L HRERE»0CLLEE % -
TREEYAE ), MIIRKRICIEEFLHRAB IR OoNS L 5ok -7, 4 A 22 BEE Tl HFHR
BAOCHIBEHEL, REFSCICIIEECTNEA P RE 22, 4 A 22 BUKIZ B EYREHE
BICEATRLORL), ZNRELCTIRELE LS BEML . BB THOEEHIZISA1HTH-
7z,

Nk pH iZHED B AZ L E EREIT 2 & 5Bk L, MENZEIICIZHBE L SEERBEIED S
Na HcpHETH»ELWDIR3AS3IE, 4A7TH, 4B 198BLU0MER(4 A21 8L
DA TH Y, ZOEEDNKDA F BELZETE & HEL T TablelicxR/L 2, 7=4>Tid
Cl, %9 # > Tt Nat, Ca®t, Mg>O#br k& <, pH DETEHCIZ Z N L DBERTHEEET
Bl BEALESWE L %2 b b NO;R SOF DBESALIZ R H NBEEDH 5H, Wiz L
THLEERII/IDE Vv, 72, KT IZi3T & A 8 b2 %, NHAIMKILZE D L DD e ) THEME L
7z. Table 1Licid 7)) EEE HY BE (pH Ed & OFHH4E) 2L 7225, Tauh ) BEIETIRA A
CBENMETLULEICKE, H o¥imzbTH»Th- 72,

2. pH nEFEZE(L

BIERIEBIO 3 A 17~20 BicA2 X 72 21 mm OBEFMICEES AN pHIE T D L 5 %, BARE, 7
FE, WEEELE X LI Fig 3IRT, NABRRZBD IR TH > 7272d4 AV BEED LS T3
b b, 17 BIEFED LRI D, WHOBEREHMBREDH T 2me LEEE RSB
U pH DETRESR LN D, ZDk, WEHEEH 10 uScm™ BERML, JIKFNL x> BEH
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Fig.2. Daily variations of snow depth, precipitation, air tempera-
ture, streamflow and pH during the snowmelt season in 1995.

B 5ICONTpH 23 L (KT L L L, BB LA LRE T, B it & 24
R #0018 BIEFICid, WRERZMTMMORMZETHEEC L &0, pHIidBN e % 2. Kl
ZNLIET SR IS LB T 3%, Bk E 7 B DI 18 B ARG TELILEE Th 5. BRI
KR & BRICNT 26 WBERE <pH<KE DNETH - 72,

BAEMTED 4 B 14~16 Bic B 2 ABEOE(L % Fig 4 IR T, 2 0BT B A% &, fuigy
ZHHICL DRMEIRE 72, MBRIZ 84~T5cm TH 2. KEIBEHEFBEH LR, 17~18
REICHBER L % 5 A28 ) 389, N &k L CHEBEES pH Ailf = o B EZbe R, &
Z5%, WEEEZGIITAE L DBEEANT LA Vot L, pH Z5ki3 2 ~ 3 B BN T
B, MEICHNY 2 IGERMIE RE= EEE <pH DIETH 72 HBRICIIRS 05, BMEH
RN 4 A5 ~ 7T HOBEK L 2MREIC D, R &9 % pH Z100BAUAEH 2 17z,



REC & %) WK O—BR e pHIE T
Table 1. Changes of major ion concentrations during the four intensive acidification
periods.

date time Cl- NO;- SO, Na* K+ Mg Ca? ANC H+
March 29 15:00 247 11 52 173 15 116 176 312 0.1
31 18: 00 225 26 53 152 15 94 150 231 0.2

April 4 18:00 217 16 42 160 14 94 155 293 01

April 14 06:00 195 18 39 148 12 84 144 272 0.1
19 17:00 164 10 35 134 11 76 125 229 0.2
April 21 05:00 193 13 38 152 12 88 145 264 0.1
27 17:00 141 13 34 114 10 53 93 157 03

Concentration unit are in geq-L!. ANC is alkalinity and 4 is calculated from upper row
minus lower one.
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Fig. 3. Hourly variations of precipitation, stream-
flow, specific electric conductivity (E.C.) and pH
for March 17—20, 1995
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Fig. 4. Hourly variations of pH, E.C. and streamflow
for April 14—17, 1995
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BSR4 A 27~29 HicBiT 2 EREOZEIL %L Fig. 5 IR T, 2O/ EE L 2R H L9
%, MERIIB~1Tcm FTETF L. K WEYE pHozhFnsrBZLIBL ML, B (%
) D b OBBESKRE otz 070 Fig 4 I N ARZS L VR TH L, T2, B
B2 2 12T FERAIC pH 2682 ), Fig 4 TRLNI & ) wBIUd & v, BT 5 &R
it ME=LEEE=DH T&-7.

Fig. 4 & Fig. 5 iR I N BP0 A & > #rfsHR % $ & HT Table 2 1R ¢, HAKBES1H 2
B> 72, 63 L b ) oy B AR/ NS & 134 L 2 vahs, Table 1 EE U & 9 251 B
ZCLBN T2, A A BEOEMBIMERMOFFHHL ) bAE, HBEEONTHR
ELEET 5.

Table 2. Chemical compositions of stream water for April 14-17 and 27-30, 1995.

date time Cl- NO;~- SO, Nat K+ Mg** Ca** ANC H+

April 14 06:00 195 18 39 148 12 84 144 272 0.1

18:00 180 18 37 139 12 76 133 259 0.1

15 06:00 188 18 39 142 11 79 136 258 0.1

18:00 160 18 36 135 12 86 136 227 0.2

16 06:00 187 17 39 149 13 94 147 241 0.1

18:00 168 17 36 141 12 90 143 247 0.1

April 27 05:00 176 9 37 140 11 71 124 219 0.2

17:00 141 13 34 114 10 53 93 157 0.3

28 05:00 179 11 38 141 11 69 121 212 0.2

17:00 140 11 33 116 10 54 96 172 0.3

29  05:00 178 9 37 141 11 70 123 218 0.2

17:00 142 . 10 34 117 10 55 97 174 0.3
Concentration unit are in geq-L~'. ANC is alkalinity.

Iv. # =

1. pHEFZNHYYEOE(

Nk pH 2MET 3 28 i2iz 74 ) ER Cl, Na*, Ca®, Mgt S A v BEAKTL, &
T YEMETIEL, Tih ) EE pH 0BfR% Fig.6ic, WEBETNVA ) E0BF%E% Fig.7
IR A, T ) ER pH & oBEIREC, RE e O LPIBERIBEETH S, ZnZ L5, pH
ZE2REIL L) CREBMUCIG L 2BRE L T2 244305, TAY RS TIREL & ) L8R
WRIBEEINTWS (OBrienetal,1993), 22T, ZH9 LT JENEZ U ERITER
AT VRBEELLEITAHSD.,

Wi, BERIPEEEFEZREL, NKFTHAL F 2R TEZ 5.

[(H*]+[Na*]+[NH{] + [K*]+[Ca?*] + [Mg?*]
=[CI"]+[NO;]+[SO;~]1+ [HCOs ] (1)

ZZi, [ NZEA A OBRBEERTT, 44 EHICIZZ DI AR Fert, Al e X L5
T5H, BERNIWEHHLZCTERFRLLY, (1))REXRDEHicExHRE 3,

[HCOs]—[H*]=2C,-2C, (2)
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72121, SCp=[Ca? ]+ [Mg?* 1+ [Nat]+[K+]+[NH{]
=C.=[S0% ] +[NOs]1+[ClI]

THd. TLAVTEANC)R(2)RNAELTEREINHZ &L H 5 (Schaefer ef al., 1990 ; DeWalle
and Swistock, 1994 ; KA IIH, 1993) #%, I Z TIIF4E - & (1985) eV,

ANC « (2C,—=Ca) (3)

EEZ L, (AL, BAFABE (SC) OBITERT D, BT =FBE (3C)
BB T 58I T AN )V EXBL T LIk D, MEICIBA IV BEDN CHEXYS
BicAicimb ), NADA 4+ v BEREL TRPT 5. L Luds, Tablel 258 5% & )i,
Ca?*= Mg* DB T A HE L5720 3C, DA D 2C, DR % LEZ, TOHRELTCT S
) B L T 5,

pH & 7% ) ERREEICHE-> TR & 9 2Bk ¥ %4, pHIETIC4E) HY BEORINIZMA
T OBEEMEHANEL (AR, LdT> 0 A F VBEEGIZT 6 pH %L HHET L2k
EERETH 5. NKIICIZRBEWE S CO, H,CO,, HCO;, COF AETHELELTEY, ZnbHnE
AT IUT pH (LT 3. 2726 pH BALD A 1 = X A3, KEBWE DR 2 HE L (HHRT
LUNEHNHY, SBNBETH S, 3, Ohte et al. (1995) iF K HIZ BT 5 “BILREDHIE (Deoz)
DEALP & pH E{LE &L T 5,

2. i - LENE - pH OE(LDIERFFE

HEELICET 2 pH Z(bOBNF 3, BEELEEACT L L 3 A 17~20 B2 (478, 4 A
14~16 HAs[BNAY], 4 B 27~29 Hps [FEER | o35, 3A17~20 BOBACIZIHBEE
DALY F2EATEC, pHEE N L BE(HN:, BRIEBICREINLEBE A A —F T, 21
mm DFEMIC R L TH 20 mm OEETFHEREHVBA S iz, BEMO KW TH 5 720, WE LN
X F OB EOBERICER I N —LOMEEE T B ERE T BEI TN HiM L, LE
BEOHME ZNUCEI pHOBLWET20ERBIL2EEZLNE, BERIZ IO

“snowmelt acidic shock™ ICHEL T AR TH - 2. MPBEEL 2 KDL PEFBEMEMCERE N,
NETELHEL 2B DU - 22O REEIFFICDES L 72, 2D L REDE % 30 K
UELLEBENZ R EEZLNB,

—%, 48 14~16 8 4 A27~29 BOBAER TR RBEENZLIFRE T, MEKCE?
NADFERIZ L > CHEEEIETT S, RULELLBEEETIEE TWAICb2 b5, RIS
DA pH ZALHHENENC 4 2EBRBEE TIIABETH 5, NKEEDBERLFAXLIZ- 51
LAz od okl » Tz, REWENBYIGHE L TwrZitaF2b0tb. L Lihbs,
D& I pHEbDENIZ4 A5 BED S 20 HY ¥ 3 THEICR L1, BRI EII AT,
Fr, K> LELICENINEZ725HA31 H~6 A1 BO# 50 mm OFEREHEKERC BN pH &
BRI NI2DT, ENEIBNZOBEEICERTLIOTRILZEZITHA. LU ELBTE
HREHICB W TR, B - BEHAKENNIKD pH ZLILEN RIS —REIZE T2 5.

V. ¥ e 5]
LB AT D FANGIBUC 35T, 1995 FRAEHIC)IK D pH RAbFRa 2 EiricBE L 2. £
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ORER, UTomR» /o,

1) Jiko pH iz H&ED HAZLESEHEIT 5 & 5 B L 2. BMEHIOBENRICIE pH 27 7.1
2561 FTTETL, BMEHMEBL TRLECEE - 72,

2) B pHIETRICIZ T LAY EER ClY, Na*, Ca?t, Mg OWESET L2, FTLTAS
VEMETIRELKRE, BAFAVRBENMETHIRT =4 v BENMET2 LRI Z Ltk >TEDL
T3,

3) pHIETICAHS T 2 H* BERMIMIMA A > DBETILICHRZL (/A2 v, LT, 44
VIBEEALZ G L pHET23HBET A2 EIXREETH ), KPICHEET L KBWEOEE 2 EFT
LULENHB.

4) WMEBOBMZIbZET 2 pH oZ&1bicid, a5, DEAAY, [HEER o 33D 8
n7, Znrbo BAE] »RERBHICRIBECENIN, BNEMIIZ2 ~3RMTH- 2.

BWE ZoMERBIEBERYERNERFEBERICB W TIT b, FE—EMEZII L ETHHE
MBI E DFERICIIRR L EH % 134 - TH 2, EXREIBFOLNEHEIBIR & REBR BT 5
RBERTT %, 72, dERKRFREONNBER B - B RFYRMrRa), PhElR 3. 84
A[RWHR), FOBREHOBERICIIFBBRNICH I L CTHEW72, L TRHEL . 20—
IISCRARARE (GREEBS 06455002, K - AIER) B L USHEARENRRER (& - I
K ko7,
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