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Symposium 

Ethical and legal issues on patenting information about human body 

This symposium was a part of the research project“The research project on Ethical 

and Legal Guidelines for the Use of Human Bodies and Tissues"， founded by the 

Ministry of Education， Culture‘Sports， Science， and Technology. The objective of the 

symposium was to identify ethical and legal issues accompanying patenting products 

from researches or developments on medical or Iifescience fields， by reporting and 

discussing them among researchers and p印 pleof business. 

Dr. Nawa Kotaro， who was publishing many enlightening books on patenting 

system， pointed out some problems about patenting based on history and trend in U.S 

and Europe. taking his position as a “lay person" about biotechnology. 

Dr. Sumikura Kouichi， who himself was tackling forefront g巴neticresearches， 

arranged and introduced trends of discussion about genetic patent， patent for 

experimental animals， relation between regenerative medicine and patent etc 

Dr. Sasaki Nobuo， who had taken charge of forefront business of patent examining 

in Japan Patent Office， pointed out trends and problems about present patent system on 

“science based" researches and developments and patenting medical action 

Dr. Mitaka Toshihiro， who is a front-Iine medical researcher on Iiver regenerative 

medicine and liver stem cell， explained outline of his research and referred to relation 

between his research and patenting system critically. 

Dr. Tamura Yoshiyuki as a commentator， who is an up-and-coming researcher on 

intellectual propeれyright law， pointed out three problems relating to gist， interpreta-

tion and practice of present patent law sharply. 

About the repo口sand comment above， the attendance expressed questions and 

opinions from various points of view 
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