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The Transformation of Agricultural Policy and
Interest Politics in Postwar Japan
""S6g6 nosei'' and Kakuei TANAKA, 1967-1972

Taichi SHIMOMURA *

The purpose of this paper is to examine the transformation of agricultural policy and
interest politics during the period from 1967 to 1972. In the late 1960s, troubling
agricultural issues confronted the Liberal Democratic Party. Rapid economic growth in
postwar Japan had led to the decline of farming and to an increase in urban
populations. LDP politicians, many of whom heavily depended on the rural vote, were
concerned that the decline in agricultural communities would result in electoral
setbacks. Residents of metropolitan areas complained about LDP policies that kept the
price of rice high. The aim of LDP’s high rice price policy was to assist farmers whose
incomes had fallen behind those of urbanites, but many people thought this resulted in
increasing other prices. Furthermore, the high price of rice prompted farmers to
produce more rice, which caused superabundance in 1967. This paper will highlight
how LDP politicians coped with these challenges and altered their policies but

continued to secure rural votes.

*Doctoral student, School of Law, Hokkaido University

55 (3-475) 1381 v



