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Introduction “Women and Politics”: A Feminist Approach to Political
Science

1 Political Underrepresentation of Women:
Analysis on Factors Preventing Women from Holding Public Office
1 Socialization Theory: How Women Accept a Gender Role
(1) The Internalized Gender Role: “Male Conspiracy”
(2) The Institutionalized Gender Role: Gender Discrimination in
Society
@ Political Parties: A Culprit of Gender Discrimination?
— “Double Standard” and “Sexual Division of Labor” in
Political Parties —
@ Voter Hostility: “No” to Women?
2 States’ “Political Culture” and Patterns of Female Representation
3 “Political Structure” and its Impact on Female Representation

I Does Having Women in Office Make a Difference?: A Gender Gap
among Elites
1 “Politics of Connectedness™ Women's View on Politics
2 A Gender Gap in the House
3 Legislative Support for Women's Issues: The Impact of
Proportion of Women in Office
4 A New “Policy System”: The Network of Political Women

Il Strategies for Change: Women's Movement and Reform of the
Electoral System

1 “Women Help Women”: Organizational Support for Female
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Candidates
2 Changing the Electoral System: The Key to More Women in
Office
Conclusion

Over various obstacles in the way to public office, more and more
women in the United States have entered politics since the mid-1970s.
Women in office have earned credentials as representing women's
interests, which have been unrecognized or virtually ignored by their
male counterparts. Since “Women Help Women” is the key to the
successful performance of female representatives at every level of politics
in the United States, women’s networks and their organizational support
for women in legislature are increasingly crucial today.

The existing electoral system, however, seems to work counter to
electing women to public office. Changing the electoral system toward fair
representation in politics is, therefore, suggested to reflect the gender and
racial diversity in American society.

In introduction, the author claims the propriety of studying women
as an essential actor in politics, who, so far have been totally neglected
and excluded from the mainstream of political science.

The first chapter tries to examine theories with different
perspectives to investigate the cause of paucity of women in politics.
Those theories examined here range wide from “Socialization” to “Political
Structure.”

In answering the major quetion concerning the utility of increased
female representation in politics, the second chapter shows cases where
women in office have made a difference than their male counterparts, in
such ways as conceptualizing politics and putting policy priorities, and
then have had a significant impact on policy-making process. The most
notable in the second chapter on American women and politics is that
various women's groups with their own intra-group networks have
established a coalition, creating nationwide inter-group networks to help
women representatives put forward their shared political goals more
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fiercely in the state and national legislative bodies.

Finally, the third chapter investigates the strategic theories for
electing more women to public office, stressing the importance of the role
of women’s organizations which give technical and financial support to
prospective women candidates. The chapter also explores the possible
change that the electoral switch from the prevailing single-member
district to the proportional-representation system would bring to the
political landscape in the United States.

In conclusion, the author argues that the more research on women
and politics would lead to the change of the paradigm and methods in
studying political science in future. With more women active in politics,
political scientists would have to think women as an integral subject
matter to their analysis of political phenomena.
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