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Vol. XLIV No. 4 (1993) The Hokkaido Law Review

THE HOKKAIDO LAW REVIEW

Vol. XLIV No. 4 (1993)
SUMMARY OF CONTENTS

Fukuzawa Yukichi’s Ideas on Family in Civilization (2)

Toshiko Nakamura:

1 Introduction

2 The History of Civilization

(1) “An Outline of the Theory of Civilization”

(2) The History of Civilization

{(3) Historical analysis of the progress of civilization

{4) Men in civilization

(5) Priority for civilization

3  Background of Fukuzawa's argument on women (Vol. 44, No. 3)

4 Fukuzawa's argument on women and men

(1) Structure of the argument

As we have seen so far, the direct motive which inspired Fukuzawa to
write on Japanese women was to establish an equal relationship between
men and women as seen in western civilization. Immoral behaviour of men
and Confucian morality which tolerated it were the main obstacles against it.

To achieve this aim, it was necessary that women should have legal rights
and equal social status with men. Fukuzawa argued about it in the article
“On Japanese Women” and “On Japanese Women, Part 2”. But that was not
enough. It was also necessary that men would behave decently. So, he wrote
“On Decent Behavior of Men”. And also, he thought it important for men and
women to create a way to associate freely and have an equal relationship. He
articulated the idea in the article “On the Association of Men and Women”
and “On the Association of Men and Women, Part 2" So, you can see that
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Fukuzawa's articles on women were not written only to promote the human
rights of women, but to create the structure which would enable an equal
relationship between men and women to occur as happened in western

countries.

{(2) Comparison with the English Model

So, was Fukuzawa’'s argument on women adequate in the context of
western civilization ?

We can understand how accurately Fukuzawa understood the structure of
the family in a civilized country, especially in England which he regarded as
the model state for Japan, if we compare his descriptions on the family with
" the model of English family. I'try to do it using the English model which Prof.
Alan Macfarlane of Cambridge University showed in his book “Marriage and
Love in England 1300-1840". He argued that the reason for the development
of capitalism in England was very much related to the individualistic
structure of the family. The indexes of his model are as follows.

(1) Courtship and wedding

{2) The purposes of marriage

{3) Romantic love

{4) Who controls the marriage decision ?

(5 The duration and durability of marriage

{6) Status rules concerning marriage

(7) The benefit and costs of children

(8) Setting up a separate economic and social unit

(9) Children as insurance

If we compare Fukuzawa's descriptions of the family with that of England
according to these indexes, we can see that Fukuzawa understood the
structure of the family in advanced civilization very well and tried to
establish the same kind of family system in Japan for it to become equally
civilized. But of course, there are some points which differ from the English
model.

There are two main differences. First, as you can see in the index number
3, romantic love is the main force compelling people to marry in England,
whereas Fukuzawa never thought of such feelings. He thought that the
family was a kind of social institution in which every one was naturally
involved, and marrige was a natural process for human beings living in a
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society. Fukuzawa expected the feelings based on morality between men and
women rather than romantic love. Thses were “Respect” and “Love and
Affection”.

Another difference was that he thought that the function of moral
education of the children by the family was vitally important.

(3) Function of the family

According to Prof. Macfarlane, English capitalist civilization had four
important elements. They were the political system, the economic system,
Christianity, and the family. In his model of English family, the family meant
rather the husband and the wife, and had a very small positive function
relating to children. The family provided individuals for society by cutting
them off from the family from the very early age, and it promoted the
advancement of capitalism in England.

Fukuzawa mentioned the elements of civilization as a political system, an
economic system, religion, and education. We can recognize the similarity of
them to that of the English model. But, even though Fukuzawa put religion as
an important element of civilization, he never believed that it should be an
important part in the progress of civilization. Because Fukuzawa thought
any religion was to impose a moral code from outside, and thus it would
prevent man from becoming an independent and inner-directed man who
could depend on his “True Nature” within himself. And a man who acted on
his “True Nature” was the kind whom Fukuzawa thought necessary to make
a civilized society.

Although Fukuzawa thought that a civilized man had to develop his
“Virtue”, he never thought this could be done by religion. He always wrote
about the importance of moral education by parents in a family. So, he gave
the family a very important role in the progress of civilization in Japan to
promote one’s “Virtue”, similar to the part of Christianity in western

civilization.

(4) Family as the social institution

Another difference was that Fukuzawa regarded the family as a social
institution. The idea came from his vision on society. Fukuzawa thought that
the fundamental unit which constituted society was the independent

individual. At first, man would develop his “Reason” and “Virtue” relating

I JeikA4 (4-358) 1036



Vol. XLIV No. 4 (1993) The Hokkaido Law Review

only to himself, but soon he would associate with a woman and set up a
family. Fukuzawa argued that this was the natural process for man as the
“social animal”. Then his social world would be widened to extend to that of
the family. As the result, his “Reason” and “Virtue” would develop
accordingly, because he could understand about the wider areas of human
activity. In Fukuzawa’s vision, individual man was in the center of the world
surrounded by a family. There would be a state outside the family, which
would be a larger unit in the world. The more man associated himself with
other people, the wider area of society he would know, and the more he
would develop his “Reason” and “Virtue”

But in the English model, the society consists of each individual who
operates separately. They will be united only by romantic love and become
wives and husbands. All other relationships in England are based on
contracts or rules.

I tried to show the difference of the image of society held by Fukuzawa and
that held in the English model below. As you can see here, the family is one of
the social institutions where independent individual start experiencing the
process of social activity. Through this process, the progress of each person
could be promoted and spread over the whole of society, and make the whole

society more civilized.

Structure of Society
Fukuzawa England

laws and contracts

PR
AN

Fukuzawa thought that the family had the important function of providing
moral education for the children to develop their “Virtue”. It is
understandable that Fukuzawa founded Keio-Gijuku school and emphasized
the learning of physics, because it was the way to encourage people to
develop their “Reason”. But moral education had to be done in the family. So,
in Fukuzawa’s theory, education to make civilized people was completed
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within these two processes.

(5) Prerequisite for the equal relationship

But, as I wrote before about “Outline”, Fukuzawa thought the development
of “Reason” was more important at that time, as the state of morality of the
Samurai was satisfactory. So he chose to argue only on the side of “Reason”.
But as time went on, it became obvious that the morality of the Samurai was
so bad that it would be an obstacle for the revision of the unequal treaties.
And so, he started to urge them to behave decently.

At first he insisted only that men should behave decently to establish an
equal relationship between men and women in the article “On Decent
Behaviour of Men”. But as you can see from his vision of society, this
relationship always presupposed independent self-governed man who
developed his “Reason” and “Virtue”. Fukuzawa thought if the man could not
acquire his “Virtue”, he would not be able to set up an equal relationship
with woman based on morality. So it was inevitable for Fukuzawa to argue
on men's “Virtue” as the necessary prerequisite for an equal relationship
between men and women. He did it in the article “On Japanese Men”.

In this article, Fukuzawa argued about the importance of the relationship
between men and women based on morality, which was the core of all other
moral relationships in society. He urged Japanese men to develop their
“Virtue” and keep their “Dignity”. He thought, unless Japanese men could
fulfill this requirement, they could never establish an equal relationship
with women based on morality.

(6) Arguments in 1900’s

But later on, his argument was occupied by the political issues on China.
He never wrote on women or “Virtue” of men until the end of the Sino-
Japanese War.

Fukuzawa was very pleased with the victory in that war. He thought that
Japan had succeeded in becoming one of the strongest countries. However,
despite such political success, he realized the state of morality of the
Japanese people had not improved. It was far from the state of civilization
which he had expected to be achieved in his book “Outline”. He was very
disappointed by the situation. But he was tough enough to start arguing
about the morality of the Japanese people again in the last stage of his life.
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As far as women were concerned, he was partly satisfied with the
promulgation of the Civil Code, because it clarified the rights of women in
the family and prevented men from arbitrary abuse of their rights. But he
thought, it was also necessary to persuade people to change the frame of
their thinking to make an equal relationship between men and women
certain. And he wrote “A Critique of the Greater Learning for Women” and
“The New Greater Learning for Women”. They were mainly to attack
Confucian ideology. He thought, after the political success and the adoption
of the Civil Code, Japan was closer than before to having the similar
relationship between men and women as that in operation in westren
countries. (to be continued)
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