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constitution, be applied, wm time of peace, to river, canals, roads, arts,
manufactures, education, and other great objects within each state.” This is a
part of Thomas Jefferson’s famous Second Inaugural Address on March 4, 1805.
It is the first time that he officially laid out a comprehensive plan of national
internal improvements. Jefferson was known for the strict view of Federal
Constitution. His draft of the Kentucky Resolutions was the most radical
political text exhibited that view. His view of the limited role of the federal
government was reflected in his First Inaugural Address. For him, the State
governments, not the Federal government, were the most competent
administration for domestic concerns.

However, after the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, Jefferson set out to change the
policies of ‘a wise and frugal government.” The most typical case is the plan of
national internal improvements in his Second Inaugural Address. Westward
expansion, reduction of the debt, and the profits of neutral trade exemplified his
national policies. This paper tried to make it clear why Jefferson’s
administration would undertake the national internal improvements in three
contexts: Jefferson’s political career, territorial expansion, and federal internal
improvements since Washington's administration.

Chapter one addresses the first term of Jefferson’'s administration. He tried to
reduce the Federal government’s powers in a year. His accomplishment included
the abolishment of internal taxes, suppression of unnecessary public offices and
useless establishments. After the Louisiana Purchase, however, how to
perpetuate the Union of States was a new problem for him. Jefferson turned his
attention to questions concerning the need for good tranmsportation in the
extensive Union.

Chapter two traces internal improvements in America before the Federal
Constitution. Since 1785, States chartered private turnpike companies and mixed
companies to improve rivers and open canals, the first of which was
incorporated in Virginia. Regardless of the circumstances, Jefferson himself had
already displayed a sustained interest in inland navigations in Virginia before
the Revolution.

(to be continued)
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