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Protection of the Antarctic Environment:
From Resourcism to Earth-patriotism

Tomohito USUKI*

Introduction
1 Environmental protection in the time of peace and science
1 The 1959 Antarctic Treaty
2 The 1964 Agreed Measures for the Protection of Fauna and Flora in Antarctica
I Environmental protection in the time of resource uses
1 Conservation and use of Antarctic Marine Resources
(1) The 1972 Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals
(2} The 1980 Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Resources
2 Exploration and development of Antarctic Mineral Resources
(1) Developing countries’ call for the idea of Common Heritage of Mankind
(2) The 1988 Convention on the Regulation of Antarctic Mineral Resource
Activities
Il Normative change from regulation of resource use to protection of global ecology
1 Demand and pressure of public opinion in environmental NGOs or in the UN
(1) The French Airstrip Case in 1982-1985
(2) Accidents affecting the Antarctic environment in 1989

(3) NGOs and developing countries’ call for the idea of World Park
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2 The 1991 Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty
3 Regulations of the Annexes to the Protocol
4 Implementation/non-compliance procedure in the Protocol

Concluding remarks

As the outline suggests above, during less than a decade until 1991, a rapid and
profound change has occurred in the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS). In the past,
especially from 1960s to 1980s, principal values of the ATS were peace, scientific
knowledge and natural resources, but now its primary value is protection of global
ecology which is expressed in the 1991 Environmental Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty.
This article analyzes this changing process in the ATS, in particular by confirming each
three values in the normative structure of the relevant treaties and also reviewing
several international political/economic situations which called for another alternative
value. These situations brought about the ATS critics in the United Nations and
environmental NGOs, namely the application of the ideas of common heritage of
mankind and world park, which exerted great influence on the adoption of the new
Protocol with a mining ban in the Antarctic. The author identifies the fundamental shift

in the ATS from what one can call “resourcism” to “Earth-patriotism”.
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