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On the question of Russia, Lloyd George’s policy makes rem-
arkable contrast with the policy of interventionists. He faced facts
as they were, and attached importance less to military intervention
than to stability of domestic politics. He thought that the threat
of Bolshevism consisted not in the invasion, but in the erosion.
At the Conference, he presented the three policies between which
in his view it was necessary to choose. The first was military
intervention, the second the establishment of a ‘cordon sanitaire’,
and the third his plan of calling the leaders of all the Russian
factions to Paris.

From the point of view of the balance of power, the most. of
interventionists expected Russia to be a counterpoise in the balance-
of-power system in Europe. Lloyd George’s policy did not neces-
sarily rely on such- expectation. He was concerned about Ger-
many’s joining with the Russian bolshevism. The more he con-
cerned with popular support to his policy, the more he had to
hesitate to strengthen military intervention. K

On the question of reparation, his opinion was more mode-
rate than that of the City and the Northcliffe press. The hectic
mood of the General Election of 1918 was produced for the most
part by their campaign. Rational plans were easily influenced by
the mood.

At the Reparation Commission of the Conference, the British
delegates took a firm attitude for ‘“indemnity”. They represented
the opinions of the City and the Northcliffe press. On the other
hand, the American delegates considered that the reparation should
be limited to compensations for material war damage. Though the
British delegates and the French were set up in opposition as to
their aims, they worked together to distort the Wilsonian principle
of settlement.
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