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Divorce and the Legal Control (1)

Masao YAMAHATA
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Hokkaido University

This essay will adress itself to the problem of divorce law
as a means of social control. The question is: what is the aim
of divorce law as a social control-maintenance of the marriage
institution in the name of the “ marriage stability ” or the pre-
vention of de facto marriage breakup as a social phenomenon,
and to what extent can divorce law be effective for that aim.

This part is a preliminary description to this problem and
deals with : (1) what is the best divorce law? (2) divorce and
marriage breakup (8) marriage stability and the prevention of
marriage breakup. For the chief contents of this part the wri-
ter is indebted greatly to the execellent works of A.F.Howord,
J. P. Lichtenberger, K. N. Llewellyn and M. Rheinstein, with
some recent family researches in the America.
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