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“I have however a desire to complete my theology, which I have been thinking for the past 3 or 4 yers. ----- . To my
mind the Bible looks like the embodiment of a trinity besides the Holy Trinity, —— I mean man, nature, and the Book
itself. It is therefore my desire to prove that God’s ways of making a man are the same as those of making the Universe.
Man’s spiritual growth corresponds to his bodily growth, which corresponds to the growth of animals from amoeba to man,
which corresponds to the growth of the earth from its chaotic condition to its present beauty, which corresponds to the
growth of the stellar system from its primordial nebular condition. In the same manner, I think, the progress of the
world can be traced out, and the future of our society can be peeped into a little, by reading the natural history of the

Universe and the spiritual history of man - thus only can I explain those mysterious passages in Genesis, Exodus, and
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especially in Revelation. In other words, I wish to reconcile Spencer, Darwin, Hodge, and Swedenborg in one perfect har-
mony. A grand ambition, -+---- you might say ; but -----+ I have pretty good confidence in my foundations.”
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Uchimura Kanzo’s View of History (1)

Hiroaki Marsuzawa

Professor of Intellectual History
Faculty of Law
Hokkaido University

Uchimura Kanzo, one of the most eminent protestant in
modern Japan, is also a unique figure in terms of his “philosophy”
of history. Uchimura’s ‘“philosophy’’ of history and his Christian
faith were deeply related to each other, and this made his
thought and activity outstanding among his fellow Christians
and other contemporaries. As a member of the frontier “Sap-
poro-band” and as an “outsider” to the Japanese protestant church,
Uchimura had almost no spiritual and intellectual tutorage, and
was left alone to wander through the conflicts of various contra-
dictory ideas of his age from the very beginning of his Chris-
tian life. His was a life of constant anxieties and sufferings. So
the theodicy of “Weltschmelz” became a clue which underlied
all his “omnivorous”’ reading and farreaching thinking. Here
there is a specific source of his thought and faith. My attempt
to understand Uchimura’s “philosophy’ of history begins with
analyzing his concept of the world underlyng his view of history.

Uchimura converted to Christianity in his late teen and
acquierd a clear belief in one sovereign God who ruled nature
and history. To him this sovereign God was above all the God
of revelation. Uchimura’s concept of divine revelation was
unique in that it came not only through sacrament, preaching
and the Bible but ubiquitously through “events” in nature and
human history. Uchimura thought “Nature, Man and the Bible”

to be “the Trifold manifestations of one Godhead”. Such “events”

Summary 5 Ab#=17 (4-188) 722



The Hokkaido Law Review Vol. XVIil No. 4

were not to be interpreted as mere “Chances and Haphaz-
ards.” They did not take place without showing certain meaning
in the real universal order—“Cosmos.” His belief in God’s cre-
ating and preserving of nature and history was vivid and active.

In his thought nature and history made up one integral entity
under such an ordering of presiding God, to which Uchimura
gave the expression “Cosmos”. This “Cosmos” was a “rational”
order permeated with “Law” to its elemental micro-cosmos, an
ever-growing organism full of life.  In this context, Uchimura
took up the idea of Darwinian evolution and provided a foun-
dation for the idea of historical progress. Historical progress was
interpreted in terms of organic evolution, and it became a basic
principle which ruled the whole entity of natural and human
history and which would lead it to its God-ordained Perfection.
Thus the biological law of evolution became the Evolution as the
law of the “Cosmos”. Also when Uchimura knew the mysteries
of the Cross, his view of Christ was defined in the relationship
to his basic concept of the “Cosmos”. To him, Christ was not
only the Saviour of the individual soul or of the human society,
but that of the “Cosmos” as a whole. Such an idea of the
ever-growing organic ‘“‘Cosmos” was a basis of his view of his-

tory.
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