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Uchimura Kanzo’'s View of History (3)

Hiroaki MATSUZAWA
Professor of Intellectual History
Faculty of Law
Hokkaido University

Uchimura’s “philosophy” of salvation was deeply related to his con-
cept of the world as evergrowing organic “Cosmos” as aforesaid, He
thought of society in terms of an organic “solidarity” of mankind, Thus
salvation of a man was to be achieved only under the influence of the
vicarious suffering and redemption of the good man other than himself,
and a man thus redeemed was to serve and sacrifice himself for others
and ultimately for universal salvation, In another aspect, Uchimura
viewed salvation of a soul as an organic process of growth, In his
view, progress of “time” was always necessary to conversion, Probably
from such view of salvation, he was very earnest for salvation of his
own nation, and was one of the eminent writer and orator in the “Social
Reform” which pervaded after Sino-Japanese War Japan, Asa “Reform-
er”, he laid much more stress on severe charge against a dark side
of the society than on encouraging souls with the gospel, He believed
the society was to be perfected through human endeavour of reform,

In forming this belief in progress and perfection of the society, Uchi-
mura expected vigour and virtue of the “Common People” ("Heimin”)
of his country and impact of the world-wide current of progress upon

his own nation, which in his opinion was particularly represented by
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Anglo-Saxon protestant nations——Great Britain and America, But
many events ran counter to his expectations, Uchimura was disappoi-
nted at degradation of the “Common People” of his country, and above
all at American occupation of Phillippine and British conquest of two
Boer republics,

After successive serious disillusions mainly caused by the change of
world politics toward imperialism, Uchimura was beginning to give up
belief in progress of the world history, About 1900-1901 he obviously
admitted that to maintain God’s justice was one thing and rise of a
nation or success of a man was quite different thing, and that in brutal
power politics a nation following God’s justice necessarily had to fall,

Why should an innocent “Reformer” be defeated and a good nation
be overthrown by wicked powers——this was a difficult question to
Uchimura at the beginning of the twentieth century, He answered this
question by the belief as follows, 1. Progress of God’s justice and sal-
vation through history was possible only under the influence of selfsac—-
rifice of those innocent nation or individuals which had been persecuted
and defeated by evil powers, 2. The secular human history was to end
some day by the Second Coming of Christ, when the world would be
perfected and the suffered innocent nations and individuals would be
amply rewarded once and for all by Devine intervention,

We may say that Uchimura began to distinguish the history of salva-
tion(Heilsgeschichte)from any secular human history (Weltgeschichte),
to hold an eschatological view of history, which he himself called “the
only hope of the Reformer”,
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