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Reformist Tokugawa Officials during the Bakumatsu to
Mid-Meiji Era: Some Problems of Nation-building
and Loyalty Shifts (2)

Hisashi Kikucur*

Introduction
I The Genesis of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Govern-
ment
: Loyalty in the Tokugawa Regime, the Beginning of Dis-
crepancy between the Idea and its Social Background
1. Reforms in the Bakufu Government 1853-1860
2. Growing Split in the traditional idea of Loyalty among
the Bakufu Reformists
II  Development of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Govern-
ment and Differentiation of Factions within it
: Emergence of an idea of “nation”, individuation and
Loyalty Shifts
IIT The Remnant of the Bakufu Reformists vis-d-vis Nation-
building under the Meiji Oligarchy
: Conflicting ideas of Loyalty and its settlement
Conclusion

The author intends to analyze the thought and behaviour in the
Bakufu reformists and throws light upon one of most important but

so far neglected aspects of the Meiji Restoration.

Nation-building in late nineteenth century Japan had two aspects.

* Assistant, Faculty of Law, University of Hokkaido
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On the one hand, it was necessary to break down the feudal system
and to establish a centralized government. On the other hand, the
people should be liberated from the bondage of old society and be
reorganized into one nation.

It is well known that some parts of the ruling class, bushi, took
the initiative of these revolutionary changes. They reexamined and
changed their views of the world and life, particularly their ideas of
Loyalty, and did the task.

Among Japanese scholars, the Sonjo-Tobaku radicals have been
taken to represent these dramatic changes of ideas. However, the
moderate Bakufu reformists, their political rivals, also shared the
same ideological problems with them.

Reformist made efforts to strengthen the Bakufu government and
build a nation state under it. And after civil war, although they
were political loser, some of them continued the efforts to make a
new Japan from within the Meiji government or from outside of it.
In these activities, there laid the same problems.

The author starts from this issue and try to analyze their loyalty
shifts and their attitude toward the task of nation-building.

In the preceding part of this article (which has been published
in “The Ilokkaido Law Review” Vol. XXIX No. 3 « 4), the author
shows the subject (intro) and explains the political process in which
the Bakufu reformists made their appearance (I-1). In the present
part (1-2), it is discussed that bushi’s loyalty began to turn against
the Tokugawa regime and that this loyalty shift was carried out not
only by the non-Bakufu groups but also by the Bakufu reformists.

(to be continued)
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