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Hokkaido L. Rev.

Reformist Tokugawa Officials during the Bakumatsu
to Mid-Meiji Era: Some Problems of Nation-
building and Loyalty Shifts (3)

Hisashi Kikuvcar*

Introduction
I The Genesis of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government:
Loyalty in the Tokugawa Regime, the Beginning of Discrepancy
between the Idea and its Social Background
1. Reforms in the Bakufu Government 1853-1858
2. Growing Split in the Traditional Idea of Loyalty among
the Bakufu Reformists
11  Development of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government
and Differentiation of Factions within it: Emergence of an Idea
of “Nation”, Individuation and Loyalty Shifts
III The Remnant of the Bakufu Reformists vis-a-vis Nation-building
under the Meiji Oligarchy : Conflicting Ideas of Loyalty and its
Settlement

Conclusion

In this article, the author treats the Bakufu reformists and
the remnant of them in late nineteenth century and trys to analyze

their thought and behaviour from the viewpoint of loyalty shifts.

In the present part, cotinued from the preceding part, it is dis-

cussed that buvshi’s loyalty began to turn against the Tokugawa regime

*Assistant, Faculty of Law, University of Hokkaido
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and this change was carried out not only by the non-Bakufu groups
but also by the Bakufu reformists (I-2).

Bushi’s loyalty, the allegiance of retainer, had already plural
meanings in the late Tokugawa period. Of course, it implied the
duty of personal devotion to lord, but just as the basis. On the one
hand, it was limited by the norm of the Confucianism, especially the
ideas of Jfinseianmin-Tenkaiko (administration for the people as the
responsibility to Heaven). On the other hand, through this limitation,
it was linked ideologically to monarch, Shogun or Tenno. With such

inclusion, bushi’s loyalty held the Tokugawa regime.

The shifs of loyalty in the Bakumatsu were the transformation
in these meanings. At the crisis of the political unity in the face
of Western powers, the ideas of [inseianmin-tenkaiko, the premised
rule of loyalty, turned to the principle of the unity maintenance and
got out of the traditional political order. In addition to this change,
the monarch, especially the traditional authority Tenno, arose as the
personal symbol of the unity and drew the loyalty from lord to
himself. These shifts meaned that bushi’s loyalty began to turn

against the Tokugawa regime.

The loyalty shifts were, of course, represented most typically
by the non-Bakufu groups, above all Sonno-Joi groups. But the
Bakufu reformists, the political rivals of these groups, also took their
share in these shifts. Nothing but this change in thought and beha-
viour brought reforms to the Bakufu government

(to be continued)

X JeH:31(1-392)392



