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Agricultural co-operative and antimonopoly

law exemption (1)

Kenji SANEKATA*

This article is to examine the exemption of agricultural co-
operative from antimonopoly law. Re-examination means to examine
whether the actual activities of agricultural co-operative goes be-
yond the legislative purpose of exemption and to assess the appro-
priateness of exemption.

The criteria of re-examination are:

(1) Whether the power of agricultural co-operative is exces-
sive (a) as a counterveiling unit, and (b) as a viable competitive
unit?

(2) Are co-operatives managed reasonably? (a) Are they
managed in the interest of member farmers? (b) Is organizing
transactions through co-operative advantageous economically ?

In Japan, the inter-cooperative organizations are very tight
and powerful. They make an hierarchy; unit co-operative—prefec-
tural federations—national federation. Unit co-operative perform
multi-function in Japan. It operate joint selling and buying and
financing, thus sometimes binds member farmers. Those are main
issues to be examined. In this part of the article, Fair Trade Com-
mission cases are analyzed. In continueing part, actual activities
of agricultural operatives are to be examined.

* Professor of Law, Hokkaido University
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