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Reformist Tokugawa Officials during the Bakumatsu
to Mid-Meiji Era : Some Problems of Nation-building
and Loyalty Shifts (5)

Hisashi Kigucur*

Introduction .

| The Genesis of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government
(in Vol, XXIX No. 3+4, Vol, XXX No. 4, Vol. XXXI No, 1)

[ Development of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government
and Differentiation of Factions within it : Emergence of an Idea
of “Nation”, Individuation and Loyalty Shifts
1. Reforms in the Bakufu Government 1861-1862, 1865-1867

(in Vol, XXXI No, 2)
2. Emergence of an Idea of “Nation” and Individuation among
the Bakufu Reformists _

I The Remnant of the Bakufu Reformists vis-a-vis Nation-building
under the Meiji Oligarchy

Conclusion

In this article,the author treats the Bakufu reformists and the
remnant of them in late nineteenth century and trys to analyze their

thought and behaviour from the viewpoint of loyalty shifts,

In the latter half of Bakumatsu, bushi’s loyalty changed more
than before.

As aforesaid, bushi’s loyalty which had had plural meanings
had begun to change in the face of Western powers. At the crisis of
“Shinshu-Kokoku (the holy and whole countries)”, the idea of Con-
fucianism “Tenkaiko-Jinseianmin (the administration for the people

* Assistant, Hokkaido University of Education Kushiro Branch
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as the responsibility to Heaven)” which had limited bushi’s personal
devotion to his lord had turned to the principle of the whole coun-
tries maintenance and gotten out of traditional political order. In
addition to this shift, the traditional authority “Tenno(the emperor)”
to whom bushi’s loyalty had been linked ideologically had arisen as
the personal symbol of the holy countries and drawn the loyalty
from lord to himself.

These shifts, of course, had shaken the Tokugawa regime from
inside. In the latter half of Bakumatsu, the Tokugawa feudal system
was going to its fall for the sake of troubles at home and abroad.

At that time, the loyalty shifts got their steps. By the intel-
lectual pursuit to set the idea of “Tenkaiko-Jinseianmin” above the
will of “Tenno”and investigate the existing political order from such
stand, “Sinshu-Kokoku” was perceived as the political unity that was
drawn a line between its personal symbol and distinguished from
the Tokugawa regime as a whole. And to devote to the unity was
intended as “Daichu (the great loyalty)”. Together with this change,
the idea of loyalty itself lost its binding force in the state of
disorder. Not self-devotion but search for self-interest spread out. It
could be said that bushi’s loyalty, which meant basically personal
devotion to his lord, changed in quality at these steps.

In the present part (II-2), the author describes these changes
through analyzing “Sonjo-Tobaku (anti-Bakufu)” group and affirms
that Bakufu reformist group shared with these changes too.
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