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The CHANGES of INFLUENTIAL MEN in
SAPPORO CITY

Yoichi Takapasar®

PREFACE

The aim of this essay is to give a statistical analysis of in-
fluential men in Sapporo City in 1957 and in 1972, and to explicate
their changes for that 15 years. “Influential men” stated here are the
people whose opinions and decisions have strong influence in various
fields of a society. Influential men in Sapporo City, therefore, mean
notables or leaders in various departments of Sapporo City, a local
society.

In the case of analysis it is necessary to define the object of
analysis. So, residents in Sapporo City on the list of “Hokkaido
Who's Who” printed in “Hokkaido Nenkan” published by Hokkaido
Shimbun-sha, were enumerated as influential men in Sapporo City,
and these data were analyzed on 5 items as follows: “occupation”,
”. “native place”, “education” and “address”.

Chapter I “OCCUPATION”
1. In the following 5 major groups of occupation, there are no

uage

changes on percentage of distribution : “teachers, religious workers
and professional workers”, “government officials”, “directors and
managers”, “statesmen” and “others”.

2. In the group of “government officials” the percentage of “local
government officials” is considerably grown, particularly that of
Sapporo City. This reflects the enlargement of organization of
local governing bodies caused by the increase of the scale of

cities,

* The Staff of Green Area Development Department, Environmental Bureau,
Sapporo City Office
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3. In the group of “directors and managers” the percentage of
“medium and small scale industrialists” is grown, and it is due to
the increase of homeborn industries on percentage.

Chapter 11 “AGE”
1. In the case of changes of the distribution by age for 15 years,
it is found that the average age is advanced and that the disper-
sion tends to increase. And it can be said that one of its causes
is being of those who have been the influential men for over 15
years.

2. Grouping into “homegrown” group and “transferring” group
on the assumption that there are two types of the influential men,
the characteristics on the distribution of age between two groups
is shown as follows :

1) “Homegrown” group tends to be advanced in age on the
whole, and the average age is higher irrespective of year.

2) “Transferring” group has very little change on the distribution
of age, and the average age is lower irrespective of year.

3. It can be pointed out that the cause of being advanced in age
on the whole of “influential men” is the increase of percentage of
“homegrown” group in the total besides the incompleteness of
alternation of generations.

Chapter III “NATIVE PLACE”

1. In 1972, the percentage of those who were born in Hokkaido is
more than 50 percent and has considerably increased in comparison
with that in 1957,

2. In the case of those who come from other prefectures, Hokuriku
and Tohoku have high percentages because of the fact that they
mainly supplied the immigrants for Hokkaido, but in recent
years their influence becomes weak year by year, and so their
percentages have decreased.

Chapter IV “EDUCATION”

1. The influential men have high standard of education in com-

parison with people in general.

2. Graduates of 3rd level—Junior College, Higher Professional
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School, College and University—tends to decrease. It is caused by
not‘the decline of the standard of education, but the increase of
percentage of “medium and small scale industrialists” in whom
there are a few graduates of 3rd level.

3. On the percentage by school in graduates of 3rd level, those of
Tokyo University and Hokkaido University are more than others
regardless of year, and the percentage of Hokkaido University
has increased, while that of Tokyo University has decreased.

4, Tt can be said that the decrease of the graduates of Kyoto Uni-
versity and the increase of that of Waseda University reflect the
increase of percentage of those who were born in Hokkaido in “the
influential men”.

5. Graduates of schools in Hokkaido go on increasing, and it is
mainly caused by the increase of graduates of Hokkaido Univer-
sity.

6. In the graduates of 2nd level—Middle School and Senior High
School—, the percentage and the rate of increase of graduates of
schools in Hokkaido is higher than that in the graduates of 3rd
level. It shows that the percentage of those who were born in
Hokkaido go on increasing.

Chapter V “ADDRESS”

1. On the distribution of residents by wards, Chuo-ku is out-
standingly high percentage irrespective of year.

2. Measuring the deviation of the distribution by wards, Chuo-ku
occupies a very high place in all of the wards, and its density of
residents is increasing more and more. In case of the other wards
Minami-ku and Nishi-ku are increasing, while Kita-ku and Higashi-
ku are decreasing,

CONCLUSION
In the preceding five chapters, we saw how change the in-
fluential men in Sapporo City for 15 years from 1957 to 1972. It
seems that the changes in the five items mentioned above are
different phases, and we will find the increase of the “homegrown”

in common.
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