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Vol. 32 No. 2 (1981)

Public Offices Election Law——The 1975
Amendments and the Diet Debate on
the Constitutional Issues

Teruki Tsunemoro*

Introduction
[. Outline of the amendments
[. Regulation on distribution of campaign literature
{1) Ban on party organ extra
(2) Limitations on the newspaper
{3) Definition of ‘‘report and comment on election”
{4) Creation of substitutive leaflet at public expense
. ¢Guilt-by-association” system
V. Monetary deposit

* * * * * * * *

In 1975, the Miki Cabinet submitted a bill to the Diet to amend
the Public Offices Election Law by revising such articles as:regulation
of distribution of campaign leaflets, ‘‘guilt-by-association” system,
and deposit in order to secure fairness of legislative campaigns, to
maintain the costs of campaigns reasonably low, and for other purposes.

During deliberations by the committees and the debates within
both chambers, heated arguments centered around the constitutionality
of campaign control provisions of the bill.

The opposition denounced the leaflet regulation, for example,
as undue infringement of freedom of speech. On the other hand, the
constitutional guarantee of due process was invoked by the government
concerning the issue of ‘‘guilt-by-association” system, and so on.

This ‘‘material” looks into the relevant publications including
Diet Records and party organs to know the government’s and each party’s

interpretation of the Constitution and the election law in perspective.

* LL. D. Candidate, University of Hokkaido.
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