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Reformist Tokugawa Officials during the Bakumatsu to
Mid-Meiji Era : Some Problems of Nation-building and
Loyalty Shifts (6 )

Hisashi KIKUCHI*

Introduction
I The Genesis of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government
(in Vol. XXIX No.3+4, Vol. XXX No.4, Vol.XXXI No.1)
II Development of Reform in the Bakufu Government and Differenti-
ation of Factions within it (in Vol. XXXI No.2, Vol. XXXII No.1)
III The Remnants of the Bakufu Reformists vis-a-vis Nation-building
under the Meiji Oligarchy : Conflicting Ideas of Loyalty and its
Settlement
1. Many Choices of the Remnants of the Bakufu Reformists 1868—
1887
2. Conflicting Ideas of Loyalty and its Settlement among the Rem-
nants of the Bakufu Reformists

Conclusion

In this article, the author treats the Bakufu reformists and the
remnants of them in late nineteenth century and trys to analyze

their thought and behaviour from the viewpoint of loyalty shifts.

* Assistant, Hokkaido University of Education Kushiro Branch
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Hokkaido L. Rev.

After “Boshin no gakai (the dissolution of the Bakufu in 1868)”,
the remnants of “Bakushin(the great vassals of the Tokugawa Bakufu)”
were ruined inevitably through the punishment and the radical
reform of the Meiji oligarchy. But the ruin was the settlement as a
whole, not that of all. Some of them, in contrast with the whole,
advanced to new political and social fields and got consolidating their
positions. The reform movement in the Bakufu government had
brought the accumulation of enlightened man. This accumulation was
linked to such advance.

It was the most remarkable for enlightened part of the ex-
“Bakushin” to enter the government. In the Meiji government, they
ranked among the new leader groups which came from “Tobakuyuhan
(the large clans of anti-Bakufu)” in number. Of course, the equality
in number did not mean that for power. They were compelled to be
secondary group in the government for their past. In this condition,
some of them sought for another stage of activity. Members of
“Meirokusha” who played most important part in the Meiji
Enlightenment represented such alteration.

Seeking for another stage was partly linked to resignation from the
government as in the case of members of “Oumeisha” who carried
democratic movement on their shoulders. And this resignation increased
nonofficial group in number. Some of the enlightened ex-“Bakushin”
were keeping aloof from the Meiji government and breaking new social
grounds from the first. Including resigning group, they got influence
in various fields at degree. Especially in the press and the educational

circles, they were predominant.

In the present part (III-1), the author describes these division of
the ex-“Bakushin”, particularly of enlightened part of them. As the
case may be, quoting some statistical data which were compiled by the

Meiji government.
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