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The Income Guarantee System for Accident Victims

in the Soviet Union

Tomoyoshi ITo*

Some people say that because the Soviet Union has a sophisticated
social security system, all the losses suffered by accident victims are
covered and there is no room for the torts system to play a role in
the Soviet Union. Is this true?

As to income guarantee, the Soviet social security system provides
accident victims with temporary disability benefits, disability pen-
sions, and loss-of-livelihood pensions.

For temporary disability victims receive temporary benefits, which
amount to from 50 to 100% of his wage, depending upon the cause
of injury, etc. In cases of long or permanent disability, the propor-
tion of the loss which is covered by the social security benefits
(pensions) is rather small by comparison with temporary benefits.
Many of the victims (perhaps 70-80% of workers and 50-60% of
collective farmers) receive pensions which amount to only half of his
wage, even when he suffered an injury related to employment and
has lost his capacity to work completely. In many cases, the Soviet
social security system offers benefits which are insufficient for the
living expenses of the victim and his family. So, the necessity for
compensation by the torts system is very great in the Soviet Union.

The torts system of the Soviet Union is similar to the traditional
one in the European continent. But, when an accident occurs during
employment and the employer of the victim is a tortfeather, general
hazardous liability (strict liability) is not applied. Many jurists have
criticized this rule.

In the Soviet Union, the owner of a motor vehicle (except a for-

eigner) is forbidden to insure it against his liability. So, in reality, in

* Candidate for the Ph. D., Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University
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many cases the victims of traffic accidents are given no compensation
or only part of it by the tortfeather, who has no means. Many
people have maintained that liability insurance for the owner of the
vehicle ought to be introduced in order to protect the victims of
traffic accidents.

Owing to financial difficulties and for other reasons, the proportion
of losses compensated by social security will not fundamentally in-
crease in the near future. The role of torts will continue to be very

important in the Soviet Union.
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