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commodities.)
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Functional Discounts under the Price
Discrimination Law (1)

—The injury at the customer level—

Minoru Fujita*

Introduction
I. The object of the study
II. The analysis of the original Clayton Act §2.
III.  The legislative history and general survey of the Robinson-Patman
Act (this issue)

* * * *

The legal problems of functional discounts under the price discrim-
n

on this problem are the main

ination law and policy recommendatior
theme of this note.

In chapter I, policy implication of functional discount problems in
Japanese distribution system is examined. The nature of functional
discount and the types of price discrimination concerning functional
discount are next analyzed. The legal issues of price discrimination in
Anti-monopoly Act of Japan are also surveyed.

Then, the economic concept and the economic effects of price dis-
crimination are analyzed. In this analysis, two policy alternatives are
presented, one for economic efficiency and the other for the preservation
of independent small merchants.

In chapter II, the backgrounds of functional discount problem are
surveyed. These are the problems in American distribution system
from 1900 to 1940 and a movement toward new legislation by inde-
pendent small merchants group and mass manufactures. After this
analysis, my recommendation to reconcile price discrimination regulation
and resail price maintenance regulation is proposed.

Then, the application of legislated Clayton Act §2. by Federal
Trade Commission and by courts is analyzed and appraised. The defects
of the original Clayton Act §2. are also made clear.

* LL. D. Candidate, University of Hokkaido
X1 Ik #:33(2.280)578
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In chapter III, the legislative history of the Robinson-Patman Act
of 1936 (namely the amendment of Clayton Act §2.) and the purpose
of amendment are examined. The legal and economic issues of its act
are also suggested.

(to be continued)
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