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Reformist Tokugawa Officials during the
Bakumatsu to Mid-Meiji Era :
Some Problems of Nation-building
and Loyalty Sifts (7)

Hisashi KIKUCHI*

Introduction
I  The Genesis of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government (in
Vol. XXIX No. 3.4, Vol. XXX No. 4, Vol. XXXI No. 1)
II  Development of Reform Movement in the Bakufu Government and
Differentiation of Factions within it
(in Vol. XXXI No. 2, Vol. XXXII No. 1)
III The Remnants of the Bakufu Reformists vis-a-vis Nation-building
under the Meiji Oligarchy
1. Many Choices of the Remnants of the Bakufu Reformists 1868~
1887 (in Vol. XXXII No. 3)
2. Conflicting Ideas of Loyalty and its Settlement among the Rem-
nants of the Bakufu Reformists
Conclusion (in the present part)

In this article, the author treats the Bakufu reformists and the
remnants of them in late nineteenth century and trys to analyze their
thought and behaviour from the viewpoint of loyalty shifts.

In the last part (III-1), the author described the division of the ex-
retainer of the Tokugawa, especially of the enlightened part of them

*  Assistant, Hokkaido University of Education Kushiro Branch
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(the reformists in the past), after the Meiji Restoration. In this part,
the author brings their thought into focus.

The loyalty shift from the Tokugawa to Kokoku (the nation state)
was clear in the enlightened part. They had become to think more of
unifying a nation than of supporting the Tokugawa since the encounter
with the Western Powers. But this change did not always mean to sweep
the traditional loyalty away. After Meiji Restoration, the ruin of the
Tokugawa, some of them kept their distance from the new government
for the proof of. the old fidelity. Their effort for the nation state
appeared in the non-official field. Of course, the majority of the enlight-
ened part made such effort in the offiical field. Though in this case, several
attempts could be found to recover the status of the defeated Tokugawa.

In general, after the ruin of the Tokugawa, the loyalty to that was
swept away. It was a natural consequence of the loyalty shifts which
had had an another aspect. In addition to finding the superior object, the
old fidelity itself had become empty with the individuation in the polit-
ical-social disorder. This change accompanied with the seif-centered
attitude was clear too in the enlightened part, especially their youngers
who were largely of low birth. So, most of them were getting near the
new government for the success of themselves and had no concern with
the defeated Tokugawa. Even in the non-official field, the selfish choice
could be seen that came from the negative forecast of future in the

government.
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