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<Summaries of Contents>

British Declaration of War on Finland (1941)

—— The First Touchstone of Anglo-Soviet Alliance —

Yutaka AKINO*

On the 22nd of June 1941, the first day of German attack on the Soviet
Union, Churchill declared that Great Britain would give all-out assistance
to the USSR on the principle that enemy’s enemy is ally. In the declaration
he also put forward another principle that enemy’s ally is enemy. The
declaration served as a major war propaganda, the content of which,
however, did not actually reflect the real British war policy behind it.

The first principle soon led to a sort of alliance between London and
Moscow, but Britain’s attitude to Russia was not wholehearted. This caused
Kremlin to be suspicious of British intention wvis-d-vis the USSR. In
September Stalin requested the British Government to declare war on
Finland, which since a few days later German launched their attack on
Soviet Russia had become Hitler’s co-belligerent in the struggle against
the USSR but not against Britain. According to the second principle of
Churchill Finland was to be Britain’s enemy, consequently she should be
declared so in the eyes of Stalin. Meanwhile the British Government did
not want to face Finland fully involved in the Axis side by their war
declaration on her. Without the USSR ; enemy’s enemy, Great Britain would
have had nothing to do with Finland; enemy’s ally. More important, the
collapse of their new ally appeared to London very likely to occur at any
moment. Therefore the British Government were rather reluctant to meet
the Soviet demand for the declaration of war on Finland. This added fuel to
Soviet’s suspicion of Britain,

Towards the end of 1941 Red Army started their successful counterat-
tack on Nazi-Germany with the help of Generals “ Distance ” and “ Winter ”
and with a little help from England. Now the British Government had to
deal with the Soviet Union, which showed their competence to survive
German attack and to appear as a predominant European power after the

war. The first thing for London to do was to somehow relieve the Russian

* Assistant, Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University
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Hokkaido L. Rev,

suspicion and to establish the genuine Anglo-Russian coalition. But Church-
ill himself blocked the British war declaration on Finland for a certain
period time which could have showed their singlemindedness about the
alliance with the USSR, if it had been done enough promptly. And when
British war was finaly declared on Finland, on the 7th of December, it be-
came too late for Churchill to please his Russian counterpart.
Implementation of the second principle, the war declaration on Finland
was the touchstone of how much sincerity was in Churchill’s first principle,
British alliance policy towards the USSR, especially when Britain was not
able to help the USSR, substantially ; and the negative result of which lay
embedded in Kremlin’s memory not only during the war but also after it.
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