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() Julius Deutsch, Die Faschistengefahr, 1923 ; Edmondson, op. cit., p. 125,
(=) Gulick, op. cit., p. 132f.

() Heimatschutz in Osterreich, 1943; Edmondson, op. cit., p. 126.

(©) Julius Deutsch, Wer riistet zum Biirgerkrieg ?, 1923, pp. 37-42.
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<Summaries of Contents>

The Early Heimwehr Movements in Austria

Toshitaka Yapa*

The Heimwehr, Austrian paramilitary organizations, is particularly
noteworthy in the history of Austrian Fascism. It grew out from the
chaos of the immediate postwar period, 1918-19, but had only slight
influence during Austrian years of relative political and economic stability
before mid-1927. It was only after the events of July, 1927 that the
Heimwehr became a major political force and contributed significantly to
the creation of an authoritarian regime. Such a positive aspect of
Heimwehr has been already fairly well known. However, little research
has been done about the early history of Heimwehr before 1927 and its
real image is still not so clear.

Fortunately, in recent years some new excellent researches have
been done on this subject. Depending these works, I intend to throw
fresh light on the history of early Heimwehr and make a few comments
on this.

During its early stage of development the Heimwehr had extremely
close ties with foreign countries, especially Germany and Hungary. In
this case the roles played by Richard Steidle and Waldemar Pabst in the
Tyrol must be noticed. Ignaz Sepel, later chancellor, also played an
important part in obtaining the support of the Christian Social Party
for the Heimwehr. Only through the assistance of this party it was
possible in 1919-20 to build up a kind of cover organization to provide
a shelter for the badly disunited Heimwehr groups. By acting in con-
junction with the Bavarian units and with assistance from Hungary,
this umbrella organization definitely would have been able to precipitate
a revolutionary movement to overthrow the Renner coalition government.
But the change in the political situation brought about by the resignation
of the Renner government made it impossible to put the putsch plan

* Honorary Professor of Hokkaido University.
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into effect. Consequently, as early as 1922, the various Heimwehr
groups were struck by a painful crisis, which, nevertheless, did not end
with the movement’s falling to pieces. Pabst used his connections with
Seipel and industrialists to urge them to finance the Heimwehr organiza-
tions during the years 1922-25. Then the internal situation in Austria
was such that a putsch was no longer possible and the Heimwehr
organizations were largely dormant.

Nevertheless, Heimwehr leaders in the Alpine provinces have for-
mulated ambitious political goals for the movement, attempted to maintain
the organization’s military preparedness, and sertously contemplated try-
ing an armed putsch in the winter of 1926-27. Like this, the Heimwehr
was obviously getting ready for acting effectively in the following years.

So we must regard the state of early Heimwehr before 1927 not
only as a long hibernation but also as an important formative stage
for its subsequent brilliant activities.

Moreover I want to point out several remarkable respects concerning
Heimwehr affairs. 1) Though Seipel ostensibly promoted the Heimwehr,
he was resolved to assign to it only an insignificant political role, and
this attitude was succeeded by the following Austrian chancellors—
Schober, Dollfuss and Schuschnigg. That was one of the effective
facters which lead the Heimwehr to final failure. 2) The chronology
of the Heimwehr’s rise and fall is closely related to the imagined threat
of Marxism. The Heimwehr first arose when the Social Democratic
Party was in the coalition government between 1918-20. It declined in
1923, soon after the Social Democratic Party left the federal government
and Austria was beginning to become modestly prosperous. It revived
following the proclamation of the Linz Program. This proves that the
Heimwehr had no firm independence and was easily influenced by others.
3) Lack of definitive ideology was also a main fault of the Heimwehr.
Except the obvious anti-Marxism which was common among the Heim-
wehr leaders, their aim was nothing more than to save Austria’s tradi-
tional social order. This was no doubt retrospective and out of date.
The Heimwehr can be characterised largely as a rural-aristocratic-
peasant movement and so a clearly Catholic-conservative orientation
was appropriate to it. Such non-attractive character of the Heimwehr
was just the reason why it was soon defeated in competition with Nazis.



