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1) Sometimes politics and government seem so complicated that a person like me can’t really understand

what’s going on.
2} Voting is the only way that people like me can have any say about how the government runs things.
3) I don’t think public officials care much what people like me think.

4) People like me don’t have any say about what the government does.
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Problems

The meaning of “political efficacy” is based on the concept presented

by Campbell, Gurin and Miller in 1954***  This attitude was first
measured by five questions: but later on the following four questions
were employed by SRC in its continuing surveys: ‘“‘Sometimes politics

*

ok

Hokk

ok

The data on which this paper based were collected under collabora-
tion of the members of Hokkaido Seiji Gyodsei Kenkytikai (Workshop
for Empirical Research of Political and Administrative Process in
Hokkaido), Faculty of Law, University of Hokkaido in 1983, I ac-
knowledge many suggestions and heuristic criticisms of the late
Professor Yosuke Tomita and Professor Toshio Araki of Faculty of
Law, University of Hokkaido.
Associate Professor of Political Science, Hokkaido University of
Education, Iwamizawa.
Campbell, Angus, Gerald Gurin, Warren E. Miller, The Voter De-
cides, Row, Peterson, 1954.
Converse, Philip E., “Change in the American Electorate” In Cam-
pbell, Angus, Philip E. Convers(eds.), The Human Meaning of Social
Change, Russel Sage, pp. 263-337, 1972,

Balch, George 1., “Multiple Indicators in Survey Research: The
Concept ‘Sense of Political Efficacy’”, Political Methodology 1, pp.
1-43, 1974.
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and government seem so complicated that a person like me can’t really
understand what’s going on”, “Voting is the only way that people like
me can have any say about the government runs things”, “I don’t
think public officials care much what people like me think” and “People
like me don’t have any say about what the government does”.

The measurement of sense of political efficacy by these four ques-
tions, however, were subject to two major criticisms. Both of them were
against the homogeneity of the meaning among the responses to these
four questions. One was based on the greater increase of negative
response to the second question, “voting is the only way”. It reflected
the change in meaning and evaluation toward voting after the historical
experience of the anti-Vietnam War movement and student revolt.
Another criticism was based on the difference in correlation in the
political trust between the first two questions and the other two. ****
So, Balch classified these questions into two groups and named them
‘internal efficacy’ and ‘external efficacy’. The purpose of this article is
to analyze the sense of political efficacy related to political participation,
so that the formation of ‘internal efficacy’ is to be analyzed. Accord-
ingly, the former two questions by SRC are translated and applied here.

The working hypotheses employed were the following: (1) Sense of
political efficacy is positively related to socioeconomic status. (2) Those
who have rich and stable personal networks and identification have a
higher sense of efficacy than those who do not. (3) Those who feel
aggrieved have a higher sense of efficacy. (4) Those who have clearer
sense of their own political roles and political stands have a higher
sense of political efficacy. (5) Those who have a higher sense of political

efficacy will participate more often in political activities and take part
in political events.

We surveyed laborers who worked in small-enterprises located in
one of the concentrated industrial areas of Sapporo. The industry was
mostly iron-steel manufacturing. The number of response was 1594. In
Part (1), we'll show the aggregate response of both dependent and
independent variables. (published in this issue) In Part (2), the relationship
between dependent and independent variables will be analyzed and the
structure of sense of political efficacy wiil be investigated.
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