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@ Maclagen, Michael, ‘Clemency, Canning: Charles John, 1st Earl Canning, Governor-General and Viceroy of India,
1856-1862, (London, Macmillan, 1962).
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Hokkaido L. Rev.

The Official Mind of Imperialism :

Charles Canning and the Indian Great Rebellion (1)

Ken’ichi NAKAMURA*

~ Charles Canning, born in 1812, as a son of George Canning was
appointed as the Secretary-General of India in 1856. He faced the
Indian Great Rebellion, one of the most serious crises of British Empire
in the 19th century. He could successfully win against the rebels as well
as his enemies in and outside of Indian Government, such as outrages
of English Press, criticism of Parliament and that of the Establishment.

Throughout his rule, he showed his prudence to tranquilise Indian
minds and his calm confidence to re-establish the stability of British rule.

Chapter 1 is a sketch of the family and education of Charles
Canning, which built up his leading traits of ruler. Though his father
George Canning had a powerful influence over the son, the father and
the son were different in character ; father George, a man of vehement,
and a great speaker in the public, son Charles, a man of remarkable
éccuracy with the power of continuous work. And Charles Canning
was very much helped by the fame and personal relations his father
established. While George Canning had to struggle by himself against
the invisible pressure of the Establishment.

Chapter 2 is focused upon his leadership in the process of the
suppression of the Rebellion. While hostility to the Indians among the
white community grew to racial animosity, Charles Canning understood
whether or not the British rule could be restored depended upon the
goodwill of the Indian people. He dispatched so called “the ‘clemency’
resolution” which prohibited British military from revenging indiscrimi-
nately. Though he was surrounded by resentments, criticisms and
outrages of the public opinion both in Calcutta and London, he managed
to persuaded that his policy was the only choice to make the British

rule survive in India.

*  Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University.
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