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Establishment of Teine Village, Hokkaido (1872-1902)

Minoru Hasuikg*

Early in the Meiii period, the establishment of local government
bodies in rural areas in Japan were causing constant conflicts between
village communities and the central government. At this time in Hok-
kaido, development by immigrant settlers took place hand in hand with
the establishment of local government bodies. This paper attempts to
elucidate the establishment in rural areas of Hokkaido using the example
of Teine Village in Sapporo District (the present Teine area of West
Sapporo).

Teine Village was founded in 1872 by the immigration of 241 per-
sons, retainers with relatives of the Katakura Family, from the former
Sendai Han. With increases in the number of residents Teine Village
was divided into three, Kami-Teine, Shimo-Teine, and Yamaguchi Vil-
lages before they were reintegrated as Teine Village in 1902. At this
time Teine Village had a population of about 3,000. The Town and
Village Code that was enforced for Honshu in 1889 was 13 years later
in a changed “Hokkaido version” introduced in Hokkaido.

In the 30 years from 1872 to 1902 the political leadership of Teine
Village changed. The first leaders were the chiefs of the Katakura
Family in Kami-Teine. However with the opening of the railroad in
1880 and the construction of the station in Shimo-Teine the influence
of the original leadership vaned. The shopowners and operators of the
large farms near the station formed the leadership of the new Teine
Village after 1902. A paper detailing Teine Village after 1902 is being
planned.

* Professor of Hokusei Gakuen Women’s Junior College.
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