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£ Constance Rover, Women’s Suffrage and Party
Politics in Britain 1866-1914, (London, 1967) , pp. 14-15;
Marian Ramelson, Petticoat Rebellion, (London, 1967) , pp.
35-36; Andrew Rosen, Rise Up Women!, (London, 1974) ,
pp. 3-5 &14°
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(=) W. D. Rubinstein, “The Victorian Middle Classes :
Wealth, Occupation, and Geography,” in The Economic
History Review (London, 1977) , 2nd Series, No. 30, pp. 602-
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() R.D. Altick, Victorian People and Ideas, (London, 1974) ,
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Victorian Studies, Vol. 4, No.3
(Bloomington, 1961), pp.272—273.
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Women’s Rights Movement in Britain (I)

Toshiko NakaMUura*

Introduction
Chapter I Social transition and the changing role of women
Chapter II Two streams of women’s rights movement

1 Movement for spinsters’ rights

2 Movement for married women’s rights
Chapter Il The idea and the leaders of the movement
Chapter IV J. S. Mill and “The Subjection of Women” (this issue)
Chapter V The National Union of Women'’s Suffrage Societies
Chapter VI The Women’s Social and Political Union
Chapter VIl Conclusion

The gaining of enfranchisement in 1918 culminated the long hard struggle of
English women fighting for political and legal rights. A struggle is said to have
its origins in the severe economic conditions experienced by unmarried governes-
ses who came from middle classes.

To this | present the additional argument that as well as the situation of the
governesses, there was the problems being experienced by married women who
had no rights according to the “coverture” theory. These problems were taken up
by intellectual elite of women who played an important role in leading the
movement for women’s rights. Therefore, the situation of the governesses, prob-
lems of married women and the leadership of educated elite were the three
elements which advanced the women’s movement in Britain.

Next, I examine the question of what motivated these women to fight for this
cause. I think they were struggling against the concept of the “lady”, a victorian
ideal stereotype. Middle class men tried to be “gentlemen” and wanted thier
women to be “ladies”. But “ladies” did not have rights or status equal to

*Doctoral Student, Hokkaido University
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“gentlemen” and were expected higher moral standards. Girls were expected to
marry, and so thier interests would always be represented either by father or
husband. Therefore their rights were considered unnecessary.

But, in reality, there were many middle class spinsters who had to earn their own
living. Abondoned wives suffered because they had no rights of custody or
property. These two groups of women were the driving force for the movement
for women’s rights. The leaders did not share the situations of the women they
were fighting for. But even though they were set in the ideal mode for the
Victorian lady, they refused to accept this imposed role and fought to be individual
human beings. The idea of the movement based on the Individualism and I
examine the idea in “The Subjection of Women” by J. S. Mill.
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