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An Analysis of Voting Behavior
in
the 1986 ‘Double’ Elections

Sadafumi KAWATO*

In the second ‘double’ elections held in July 1986, the Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) acquired a comfortable majority in the both houses of the National Diet. Before
the elections, various opinion polls indicated that the support for the Nakasone
cabinet had soared among the electorate, probably due to his performances in the
areas of administration reform and diplomacy. Nakasone called for the ‘double’ elec-
tions to take advantage of this opportunity to bring the LDP an electoral success,
which would promise him another term as president of the LDP and consequently as
prime minister. The LDP’s victory was expected. However, that it won as many as
300 seats was a little surprise for most political spectators.

Is the LDP’s victory to be attributed to the high performance ratings of Prime
Minister Nakasone and his cabinet? Does the result attest to the emergence of
retrospective voting in Japanese electorate? This article focuses on the above ques-
tions and analyzes the voting behavior using the post-election survey of the electorate
in Sapporo. ' ’

Major findings in this article are as follows:

(1) The percentage of the LDP identifiers was very high and voters voted loyally
to their respective party identification in this election.

* Associate Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University
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(2) The support for the cabinet is unstable compared with party identification. It
comes from opposition party identifiers and independents as well as from LDP iden-
tifiers. Its effect on the voting decision is smaller than that of party identification.

(3) Overall ratings of Nakasone's images were higher than those of the late prime
minister Masayoshi Ohira in 1980, and they explained more variance of the voting
decision. This means that leadership images played an important role in the minds of
the electorate in 1986.

(4) Those who evaluated highly the cabinet policy performances tended to sup-
port the cabinet. But retrospective evaluations of the cabinet performances did not af-
fect the voting decision for the incumbent party’s candidates in the House of
Representatives election. Therefore, retrospective support for the cabinet existed, while
retrospective voting did not exist.

(5) Many issues mentioned by the electorate had significant effects on the voting
decision. This issue configuration is similar to that of 1980 where issues canceled out
their effects and led to the normal voting patterns reflecting party identification.

(6) The images of parties perceived by the electorate were related to their
ideological orientations and opinions on various policy issues, and they reflected to a
degree parties’s policy positions.

(7) LDP’s images and Nakasone’s images were major determinants of the voting
decision, while retrospective evaluations of Nakasone cabinet did not contribute to af-
fecting the voting choice. .

(8) The support for the cabinet was influenced by Nakasone’s images, opinions on
policy issues, and retrospective evaluations of the cabinet. LDP’s images did not af-
fect the voting decision.

My analysis shows that although there is a sign that leadership performance will

become an important factor in determining the voting decision of the electorate,
retrospective voting is yet to come in Japan.
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