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Judicial System in the USSR :
On Possibility of its Socio-Legal Study

Akio KoMmoRIDA*

Possibility of socio-legal study of judicial system in the USSR is at a first
glance extremely limited, especially in the period before “pjerjestroika”. But if
“necessity” of such a study is acutely recognized, “possibility” can be found
somewhere.

In this paper, two trials of elementary study in this field are presented as
a material for discussion on “necessity” and “possibility” of socio-legal study of
Soviet law which has not been developed so far.

The first one is a kind of case-study of the People’s Court of Oktjabr’ Ward,
Moscow, carried out in 1981. The author made statistic data of the all civil and
criminal cases heard in this court for two months, followed the process of a
criminal case on speculation and attempted bribery on the ground of the pre-trial
materials and listening to the trial, examined whether accused, defense counsel,
social counsel, public prosecutor, social prosecutor, sufferer and witnesses in
criminal cases, and plaintiff, defendant, their attorneys, public prosecutor and
witnesses in civil cases were participated in each trial or not, and so on.

The second one is an opinion research held in 1988. 57 students from the
faculty of law of the State University, Polytechnic School and Medical School in
Thilisi were questioned on their image of judges, attorneys and public prosecutors
from the view points of professional competence, power, fairness, independence,
accessibility and material security. Although the number of the respondents is
insignificant, some interesting findings are shown.

*Associate Professor, Institute of Social Science, The University of Tokyo
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