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SUMMARY OF CONTENTS

Local Politics in the Meiji Era in Otaru, Hokkaido

Shosuke SHIMIZU*

Summaries

It is said frequently that the system of local government in operation
was the antithesis of local self-government in the Meiji era in Japan,
and its character was rigidly authoritarian and local governments
were but arms of the central government, and individual charac-
teristics in local administration in response to local conditions, needs,
and desires were not considered or tolerated.

I can’t say that this opinion has no validity.

On the other hand I point out, in this article, an actual example of
a civil movement concerning the conflict over the reclamation of land
from the sea in Otaru harbour in Hokkaido, against officials
especially the Governor of Hokkaido, whose authority derived from,
and whose power derived from the central government in 1899,

Contents
Preface
1 The origin of the conflict over the reclamation
2 Civil movement by Jitsugyo Danwakai (a business club)

*Prof. of Politics, Kitami Institute of Technology
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