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Civilization and Family. in Fukuzawa Yukichi’s Theory

Toshiko NAKAMURA™

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Period of Universalism

Chapter 2 The Turning Point
(1) Comparative View of Civilization
(2) Essence of the History of Civilization
(3) Historical Nature of Reason and Virtue

“The General Theory of Civilization”

(4) Necessity of Reason in Japan
(5) Family in Civilization

Fukuzawa Yukichi is well known to have thought about women’s
rights in the Meiji period. But there are few articles or books which
analyse his theory of family in relation to the total structure of his
theory. Here, I intend to analyse his theory of family in his theory of
civilization which is the core of his thought.

“The General Theory of Civilization” has a very important meaning
in his theory. He changed his perspective to an historical one based on
civilization in the book. He thought that the development of civilization
meant the development of reason and virtue in human beings. It also
contained the improvement of social relations. He dreamed of “The
Peaceful World of Civilization” where the virtue and reason of human
beings reached to the highest point. He imagined that the social relations
in such a world would be like “the family”.

Such an historical perspective enabled him to see western civiliza-
tion relatively, and he insisted that Japan should reach to the level of
western civilization. For the purpose, he changed his statement from time
to time, as Japanese civilization developed.

But the relations between Japanese men and women were never
improved despite the development of civilization. Fukuzawa very much

*Research Assistant, Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University
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worried about the situation because he thought that there ought to have
been a kind of civilized relationship between men and women in Japan.
He tried to persuade Japanese people to develop such a relationship in
Japan twice or three times in his life. As family was the most
underdeveloped area in the progress of Japanese civilization, we can see
the ideal-type of civilization of Fukuzawa in his discussions on the
family.
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