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Résumé

It has previously been shown that the tobacco mosaic viruses, long rods about
300 my¢ in length, are apt to be broken to several pieces by freeze-drying.

The result of our experiments, in which the broken pieces were demonstrated not
only in the case of freeze-drying but also in freeze-thawing, particularly when the cooling
rate was extremely rapid, makes it plausible to assume that the breakage of the rods
might chiefly be due to the formation of ice crystals in the surrounding medium.
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